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Baptist  school  building  bridges  in  Jordan 


AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  — 

When  Paul  and  Virginia 
Smith,  Southern  Baptist  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  Jordan, 
looked  out  over  the  29  small 
faces  that  made  up  the  first 
class  at  Amman  Baptist 
School,  they  couldn't  help 
but  wonder  if  this  was  real¬ 
ly  what  God  had  planned. 

It  was  the  fall  of  1974, 
eight  years  since  Southern 
Baptist  workers  in  Jordan 
had  purchased  the  land  for 
the  school.  In  those  eight 
years,  God  had  dealt  one  oy 
one  with  a  multitude  of 
problems  they  had  faced  on 
their  way  to  starting  the 
school.  They  felt  sure  God 
wanted  them  to  reach  out  to 
Jordanians  in  Amman 
through  a  Baptist  school. 

After  the  school  opened,  it 
took  more  than  a  year  for 
Baptists  Jo  sp^  much  evi¬ 
dence  u\3t\joa‘  was  at  work 

toward  that  goal.  What  was  HEART  TO  HEART  —  Miriam  Fritz,  a  Southern  Baptist  who  teaches  science  at  control  of  the  school, 
the  turning  point?  When  Amman  Baptist  School  in  Jordan,  receives  a  traditional  kiss  on  the  cheek  from  one  Since  its  second  year  of 
Jordan's  Princess  Bessma  of  her  pupils.  In  its  25  years  of  ministry,  the  school  has  built  bridges  of  under-  operation,  the  school  has 
and  her  brother.  Prince  standing  and  shared  the  gospel  with  Jordanians.  (BP  photo  by  Tobin  Perry)  been  self-supporting. 

Hassan,  enrolled  their  chil- -  Southern  Baphsts  serve 

dren  in  the  school,  the  communi-  The  school,  operated  by  the  open,"  said  Smith,  now  retired  there  as  teachers, 
ty  followed  suit.  By  the  time  the  Jordanian  BapHst  Convention,  and  living  in  Oklahoma.  "We  One  of  the  school's  most 
school  marked  its  fifth  anniver-  is  one  of  two  Baptist  schools  in  had  a  wonderful  opportunity  important  Christian  influences 
sai^  260  students  were  enrolled.  Jordan.  The  other  is  located  in  to  go  into  Jordanian  homes,  is  tne  kindergarten,  where  chil- 

This  year  Jordanian  Baptists  the  town  of  Ajloun.  into  the  king's  palace  and  the  dren  regaroless  of  religious 

celebrated  the  25th  anniversary  When  the  Amman  Baptist  prince's  palace  and  literally  say  background  gather  to  sing 

of  the  Amman  Baptist  School  School  opened,  it  was  Southern  wlw  [we]  were  here  —  because  Christian  songs  and  listen  to 
with  a  week  of  special  events  Baptist  workers' first  attempt  to  of  God's  concern  for  the  people  someone  read  mom  the  Bible, 
highlighting  the  school's  reach  non-Christian  Jordanians  and  the  love  of  Jesus."  "Arab  parents  are  so 

unique  place  in  Amman,  in  Amman  with  Christ's  love.  In  keeping  with  the  organiz-  involved  in  their  children's 
Jordan's  capital.  The  celebra-  Until  that  point.  Baptist  work  in  ers'  originm  intentions,  the  lives,  and  they  are  ver^ 
tion  included  an  open  house,  the  city  had  been  limited  main-  school  has  become  a  strong  involved  in  their  education," 
student  exhibits,  and  an  alumni  ly  to  cultural  Christians.  Christian  influence  in  Amman,  added  Leah  Chambers  of 

gathering.  "The  doors  were  wide  Former  students  talk  openly  Morristown,  Term.,  a  Southern 


you  can  feel  that  they 
received  a  special  spin- 
tual,  loving  atmospnere 
[there],"  said  Mae 
Halteh,  the  school's 
principal  from  1984-97. 
’'It's  liice  a  big  family." 

Few  Christian  institu- 
hons  in  the  Middle  East 
have  kept  a  high  public 

grofile  like  the  Amman 
aptist  School.  Several 
members  of  the  royal 
family  attended  the 
school,  including  one  of 
the  late  King  Eiussein's 
daughters.  After  touring 
the  institution  in  1975, 
King  Hussein  financed 
construction  of  the  wall 
that  now  surrounds  the 
school.  He  also  attended 
a  chapel  service  there. 

In  the  early  1990s,  the 
Jordan  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  took  over  the  deed 
1  to  the  land  and  assumed 
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Resources  to  be  combined 


ate  and  talk  about  the  school,  she  said 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  Week  of  Prayer  for 
International  Missions  in  November  and  the  International 
Mission  Study  have  combined  forces.  Traditionally,  the  annual 
events  were  observed  separately.  Starting  ttiis  year,  the  two 
emphases  will  be  combined  into  tiie  week  traditionally  set 
aside  for  the  Week  of  Prayer. 

Also  beginning  this  year,  tf>e  traditional  boxed  mission  study 
will  be  eliminated.  Free  resources  for  ti\e  mission  study  will  be 
found  in  the  November  editions  of  "The  Commissicm"  magazine, 
"C^  Mission  widi  God"  videos  and  mobilization  fliers.  WMU 
and  Nor^  American  Mission  Board  a^level  curriculum  for 
November  will  support  the  study,  and  WMU  has  produced  age- 
level  studies  and  special  church  guides  for  ttie  emphasis  week. 

The  Week  of  Frayer  Guide  will  continue  the  same  theme. 
Church  members  will  pray  during  the  week  for  eight  different 
people  groups  or  population  se^ents  ranging  from  the 
Be^alis  of  India  to  secular  atheists  in  Russia. 

lo  order  products  for  the  International  Mission  Study,  call 
the  IMB  Resource  Center  at  (900)  866*3621.  To  purchase 
WMU's  study  guides,  call  WMU  customer  services  at  ^BOO)  %B- 
7301.  Prayer  guides  for  Week  of  Prayer  for  International 
Missions  will  be  available  Sept.  1  from  WMU. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Habitat  home  raised 


An  Oklahoma  husband  and  wife,  both  ordained  to  the  ministry,  are  turned 
down  for  app)ointment  as  missionaries  by  a  trustee  committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Greg  and  Katrina  Pennington  of  Ardmore  were 
both  ordain^  by  Northwest  Church  over  the  objections  of  Enon  Association. 


Prayer  answered 


Clarke  College's  board  of  trustees  names  A.  C.  Johnson  as  the  17th 
president  of  the  Newton-based  junior  college.  Johnson  came  to  Clarke  in 
1977  as  chairperson  of  the  division  of  social  science  and  business,  and 
instructor  in  history  and  government.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Newton. 


Bivo  Council  meets 


The  University  of  Shanghai  and  Soochow  Baptist  school  properties  are 
seized  by  Chinese  Communist  authorities,  according  to  M.  Theron 
Rankin,  secretary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  The 
takeover  was  anticipated  and  missionaries  are  staying  with  the  school. 


AAEO  goals  surpassed 


■  the  better  part  of  the  past  40  years,  Oi  billboards  and  buses,  Subaru 
magers  have  taken  great  delight  in  models  luiiv  bumper  stickers  showing 
ing  able  to  decode  the  secret  mes-  a  blue-and-yellow  equal-sign,  the  logo 
lidden  in  pop  music.  Parents  who  of  the  Human  Rights  Campaign,  a  gay 
familiar  with  teen  culture  and  jar-  advocacy  group,  hi  ads  with  the  slogan 
ly  find  the  lyrics  unfathomable,  out  —  "Different  Drivers.  Different 
red  there  are  messages  in  the  music.  Roads.  One  Car"  —  the  Subaru  vehi- 
n  the  earliest  days  of  rock  'n  roll  cles  also  have  mnity  plates,  XENA 
teens  understood  that  songs  like  LVR  and  P-TOWh!lE.  (Translation: 
Around  the  Clock"  had  a  sexual  The  TV  show  "Xena:  Warrior 
ig,  to  the  no-limits  60s  where  "White  Princess"  has  a  large  lesbian  folloxving; 
'  and  "Purple  Haze"  extolled  the  P-TOWNIE  refers  to  Provincetown,  a 
.  of  drug-induced  catatonia,  to  gay  mecca  on  Cape  Cod.) 

;  more  out-in-the-open  sexuality  and  "It's  sort  of  like  our  little  secret," 
violence,  much  of  pop  music  has  says  Tim  Bennett,  marketing-sennces 
utilized  these  secret  messages  to  manager  at  Subaru  of  America,  Inc. 
transmit  cultural  ideas  and  promote  "It's  clever  and  not  offensive,  and  if 
certain  behaviors  that  mamstream  you're  in-the-know,  you  chuckle." 
society  would  find  objectionable.  The  Journal  article  lists  other 

The  disturbing  fact  behind  this  corporate  sponsors  of  subtle 
conduct  is  that  as  the  teens  of  an  era  homosexual  advertising  as 
move  into  adulthood,  they  often  Volkswagen,  IBM,  American 
take  these  radical  messages  with  Express,  Allstate,  Starbucks, 
them  into  their  generation's  main-  Waterford  Wedgwood,  Levi 
stream  society.  Once  there,  the  mes-  Strauss,  Anheuser^usch,  Vagram 
sages  aren't  so  radical.  (alcohol),  Naya  (bottled  water). 

No  reasonable  person  could  and  Parliament  (cigarettes), 
argue  against  the  fact  that  pop  music  AIsop  also  details  pink  trian- 
was  a  major  catalyst  for  the  so-called  gles  (a  symbol  of  the  homosexual 
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and  Borders  bookstores,  AIDS  I 

ribbons  on  men's  underpants  in  a  9P^q]I 

Benetton  ad,  a  Visa  affinity  card 
at  attitudes  toward  drugs  and  violence,  with  a  rainbow  (another  symbol 

itudes  which  have  been  seeded  in  pop  of  the  homosexual  movement),  and  a  rain-  case  we  must  double  and  redouble  our  efforts 
jsic  for  many  years.  Pop  music  may  not  bow-colored  glass  of  Miller  Lite  beer.  to  bring  this  dark  and  lost  world  to  a  saving 

solely  responsible  for  the  sorry  state  of  There's  the  Bud  Light  bottle  dressed  in  knowl^ge  of  Jesus  Christ  before  he  returns, 
nerican  society,  but  it  has  certainly  studded  leather  to  promote  San  Francisco's  Of  course,  we  can  choose  not  to  pur- 
iumed  a  prominent  role  in  acculturating  sadomasochistic  Folsom  Street  Fair,  and  chase  products  that  offend  our  beliefs.  We 
to  perverse  behavior.  the  nubile  young  man  holding  a  six-pack  of  can  also  avoid  the  corporations  that  flaunt 

It  would  seem  that  corporations  have  Bud  Light  with  the  words  "Nice  package"  our  deeply-held  values,  but  only  Jesus  can 
gun  to  pick  up  on  this  technique  in  a  big  printecTover  his  jeans.  change  lives.  We  must  not  forget  that  fact, 

way.  Consider  tW  observations  in  an  arti-  Maybe  all  this  information  was  a  revela-  Until  we  accomplish  our  primary  mission 
cle  entitled,  "Cracking  the  Gay  Market  tion  to  you,  as  it  was  to  this  writer.  OiT  ^  -^-n-^ching  out  to  every  lost  person  on  Earth 
Code;  How  Marketers  Plant  Subtle  again  and  in  another  way,  it  appears  sin  is  with  the  Gospel  message,  we're  going  to 
Symbols  in  Ads,"  W  Ronald  AIsop  in  the  being  forced  before  our  eyes  and  thrust  continue  to  experience  these  culture  shocks. 
June  29  edition  of  The  Wall  Street  Journal;  down  our  throats.  Is  our  society  destined  to  Let's  pray  without  ceasing  for  this 
The  symbolism  probably  flies  by  most  veo-  always  define  wrong  as  right  and  right  as  depraved  world,  and  then  let's  put  feet  to 
ple,buttoagaymanoruH)manthehewSuparu  wrong  —  and  to  proudly  do  so?  our  prayers.  In  light  of  what  our  Savior 

ad  speaks  xmumes.  That  would  seem  to  be  the  case,  in  which  sacrificed  for  us,  we  can  do  no  less. 
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believe  in  his  own  way.  However, 
this  does  not  mean  that  there  are 
not  parameters  of  belief.  Each 
soul  IS  suWect  to  the  Lordship  of 
Christ.  Therefore,  there  are 
Baptist  distinctives  that  have 
been  set  forth  in  confessions  of 
faith.  These  differ  from  creeds  for 
creeds  are  created  to  keep  some 
out  and  some  in.  Baptists  are  not 
a  creedal  people,  but  instead  they 


Several  years  back  The 
Baptist  Record  published 
a  letter  as  a  "guest  editorial" 
entitled  "New  Hope  on  the 
Horizon."  The  letter  reported 
that  some  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  seem  to 
have  missed  the  vision  and 
insight  about  being  part  of 
Christian  community  in  the 
historic  Baptist  pattern. 

A  new  generation,  however, 
is  on  the  rise,  providing  hope 
that  at  the  Baptist  vision  has 
not  faded  or  been  eradicated. 

This  semester's  work  in 
Church  History  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  has  affirmed 
yet  again  that  there  is  still  hope 
on  the  horizon.  There  are  some 
"bright  lights"  that  have  the 
understanding  not  just  of 
Baptist  doctrinal  truths  but  of 
the  distinctive  Baptist  way  of 
being  and  doing.  They  sense 
that  Truth  is  more  than  truths, 
that  "the  classic  Baptist  her¬ 
itage  is  personal  trutn,"  to  use 
the  title  of  a  recent  publication. 

A  ministerial  student  tells 
that  "Southern  Baptists  are  a 
group  of  believers  in  Jesus 
Christ  distinguishable  from 
every  other  Cnristian  denomi¬ 
nation.  Although  believer's  bap¬ 
tism  by  immersion  and  commu- 
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— Diuie  LJiuisiun,  Diiw  ivwuniiun  | 

according  to  his  conscience  (i.e., 

nion  are  important  ordinances  their  independence  through  while  adhering  to  Scripture), 
for  Southern  Baptists,  what  sets  voluntary  cooperation.  A  go^  Southern  Baptists'  view  of  the 
them  apart  is  their  polity,  model  for  this  is  the  cooj>erative  'priesthood  of  the  believer' plays 
Stemming  from  the  belief  of  the  program...  There  are  many  spe-  a  vital  role  in  this  conclusion, 
priesthood  of  all  believers  is  the  cific  doctrines  and  beliefs  tnat  Unlike  other  religions  who 
ideal  of  soul  competent  in  neli-  distinguish  Baptists.  Ideally,  the  enforce  unity.  Southern  Baptists- 

fion.  This  makes  for  ^uthem  goal  is  to  have  an  uncompro-  promote  voiimtary  cooperation. 

aptists' being  independent  and  mising  belief  in  the  Word  of  it  is  this 'way' of  doing  Dusiness 
democratic  and  self-governing.  God,  but  to  be  tolerant  and  lov-  that  differentiates  Southern 
Southern  Baptists  do  however  ing  toward  others  with  different  Baptists  from  other  Christian 
see  the  importance  of  voluntary  viewpoints  and  theologies."  denominations." 
cooperation.  They  are  a  non-  Another  ministerial  student  These  students  are  involved 
coercive  and  non-creedal  peo-  writes  that  "...Southern  Baptists  in  outreach  and  ministn^  and 
pie.  A  creed  doesn't  shape  do  not  overwhelm  others  with  grew  up  in  churches  in  Tupelo, 
^uthem  Baptists,  but  Southern  pressure  to  gain  acceptance  of  Saltillo,  and  Columbus.  The 
Baptists  have  formulated  a  their  doctrines.  Herschel  Hobbs  present  article  confirms  the  con- 
number  of  confessions  that  states  that  when  one  tries  to  elusion  of  the  original  article 
demonstrate  the  consensus  coerce  another  into  accepting  a  that  God  has  not  left  us  without 
beliefs  of  the  group."  certain  statement  of  faith,  ne  ceas-  hope  for  the  new  generation!" 

Even  a  non-Baptist  ministeri-  es  to  act  like  a  Southern  Baptist.  . 

al  student  understands  that  This  view  is  rooted  in  'soul  com-  Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue 
"Southern  Baptists  are  an  inde-  petency,'  which  affirms  that  Mountain  is  affiliated  with  the 
pendent  people  who  express  every  person  has  the  right  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
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■ 

Hope  is  still 
in  sight! 

Bp  Doug  Bain,  chairman 

Bible  Division,  Blue  Mountain  College 

Mississippi  native,  SWBTS  dean  dies  of  cancer 


dence  in  God  and  in  prayer.  Soon  after  being  named  the-  (MSU)  in  Starkville  in  1960. 

"I  have  renewed  tne  convic-  ology  dean.  Lea  said  his  vision  During  his  senior  year  at  MSU, 
tion  that  God  is  sovereignly  in  for  the  school  of  theology  was  he  was  called  to  preach.  That 

charge,  even  in  my  sickness, Lea  to  use  technology  to  help  make  year  he  also  married  Beverly,  his 

said.  "He  has  not  left  me.  He  is  a  Southwestern  education  high  schix)l  sweetheart. 

_  concerned  about  available  and  accessible  to  any-  At  Southwestern,  Lea 

|pp«v  I  my  spiritual  good."  one  who  wants  it,  anywhere,  earned  an  M.Div.  in  19M  and  a 

^  I  Lea  also  said  "We  want  to  be  here  for  the  Th.D.  in  1967.  He  has  written 

i  1  I  people's  prayers  world,  and  we  want  the  Fort  commentaries  on  1  Cor.,  1  and 

Worth  campus  to  be  the  linch-  2  Peter,  Jude,  and  1  and  2  Tim., 
pin  of  the  effort,"  he  said  in  a  along  with  numerous  articles 
1996  interview.  for  theological  journals. 

He  summed  up  his  view  of  He  said  in  the  1992  interview 
the  theological  essence  of  that  he  hoped  his  commentaries 

Southwestern's  mission  in  would  help  readers  catch  some 

three  words:  practical,  biblical,  of  the  excitement  that  the 
Christianity.  '^Our  presentation  Apostle  Paul  had  about  ministr\’. 
must  be  practical  to  this  world.  In  addition  to  his  wife.  Lea  Is 
Our  inspiration  must  be  the  survived  bv  three  children,  Lisa 
and  we  must  be  Rutledge  of  Arlington,  Texas; 
followers  of  Marcie  Funk,  a  missionary  in 
Christ,"  he  said.  Africa;  and  Clifton  Thomas  of 

Prior  to  serving  at  Edmond,  Okla.;  and  five 
Southwestern,  Lea  had  been  grandchildren, 
pastor  of  Hunter  Street  Church, 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  Liberty 

Church,  Appomatox,  Va.  He  ^  _ 

also  serv'ed  as  assistant  pastor  of 


2  at  the  age  of  60  after  a 
four-and-a-halftyear  bat¬ 
tle  with  cancer.  His  funer¬ 
al  was  held  July  6  at 


^  World 


soutnwestem,  tne  world  s  C'Jnvic- 

largest  seminary,  in  1995.  A  |  tion  tha't  they're 

He  had  served  as  a  profes-  r  ’  to  bring  me 

sor  of  New  Testament  at  V  healing.  God  mav 

Southwestern  since  1979.  thorn 

Southwestern  presi-  away,  but  he  will  Bible 

dent  Kenneth  S.  Hemphill  said  giv'e  us  grace  [to  face  w'hatever  unashamedly 
the  seminary  has  lost  not  only  a  comes].  Prayer  becomes  the 

dean,  but  also  a  colleague  and  means  to  receiving  that  grace," 

friend.  he  said. 

"[Lea]  led  with  vision  and  In  a  1998  article.  Lea  wrote 
compassion,"  Hemphill  said,  that  sicknesses  tike  cancer  are 
"He  had  the  unique  ability  to  opportunities  to  know  God  more 
stand  with  clear  conviction  and  deeply  and  to  experience  his 
yet  build  consensus  among  the  grace.  Although  Lea  wrote  he  Cliff  Temple  Church  in  tlallas. 
faculty."  would  "be  pleased"  if  God  chose  Lea  was  bom  in  Houston  on 

Lea,  in  public  statements  to  heal  him  in  this  life,  he  added  Sept.  20,  1938,  and  earned  a 

since  1996,  made  it  clear  his  ill-  that  he  knew  "complete  healing  degree  in  electrical  engineering 

ness  had  not  shaken  his  confi-  comes  in  the  life  beyond."  from  Mississippi  State  Univ'ersity 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


kicks  off  home  building  campaign 
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Anderson,  coordinator  for  the 
WMU/Habitat  project  and  a  consultant  in 
the  Mississippi  WMU  office. 

vorkers,  mostly  "Tm  real  excited  that  it's  all  coming  Baptist  life, 
in  the  West  Park  together,"  Anderson  said.  "Some  people 
n  to  begin  con-  hav'e  taken  vacation  and  driven  up  to  15 
uses  in  a  partner-  hours  just  to  get  here.  They  are  committed, 
issippi  Woman's  enthusiastic,  and  ready  to  go!" 

J)  ana  Habitat  for  Nina  Redding,  coordinator  with  Jackson  God  is  doin; 

HH,  told  the  women  not  to  worry  if  they 
t  of  a  national  had  never  done  construction.  "Habitat  is  "Well,  I've  never  experienced  it  like  this 
)  build  eight  hou.s-  accustomed  to  working  with  people  who  before.  We  had  no  idea  how  God  had  been 
dition  to  the  con-  hav'e  never  built  before,"  she  said.  preparing  this  for  years.  Only  God  knows 

pread  through  the  Redding  also  advised  the  workers  to  the  effect  this  will  have  on  the  city  of 
Backyard  Bible  "have  a  lot  of  patience  and  good  humor."  Jackson,  and  on  us,"  she  pointed  out. 
agelism,  a  health  "Sometimes  you  will  be  sit- 

for  someone 
to  a  enjoy 

liq- 

Jacksoiv  HH  1 60 

in 

1986,  Redding  said,  averaging 
around  25  a  year.  The  two 
Julv  16  is  Youth  WMU  partnership  homes  are 

owine  the  service,  the  first  Habitat  nousc's  to  be  v 


Mississippi  WMU  president  Rebecca 
Williams  said  this  project  is  one  of  the  most 
exciting  mission  events  ever  in  Mississippi 
Baptist  life.  "From  day  one,  it  was  the 
vision  of  WMU  to  build  lives  as  well  as 
houses,"  she  said. 

"I've  been  through  Experiencing  God, 
where  you  talk  about  finding  out  what 
"  ■  ■  >8  and  then  ask  to  join  him," 

Cassibry  said. 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


*'God  is  just  going  to  work 

through  all  of  this  in  a  wonder-  HOUSE  OF  PRAYER  —  Amid  construction  supplies  and  a  host  of  volunteers,  Kathy  Burns 
ful  way.  This  is  the  beginning  (second  from  left),  consultant  in  the  Mississippi  Woman's  Mssionary  Union  (WMU)  depart- 
of  sornething  special.  I'm  over-  ment,  leads  a  prayer  at  the  site  of  the  WMU/Habitat  for  Humanity  home  being  built  for  Delois 
joyed,"  Stremg  said.  Manning  (c  enter  of  front  row)  in  the  West  Park  section  of  lackson.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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Reynolds  gets 
music  award 
from  ASCAP 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Retired  music  professor 
William  J.  Reynolds  has 
received  an  American  Society 
of  Composers,  Authors  and 
Publishers  Foundation  life¬ 
time  achievement  award  for 
his  more  than  five  decades  of 
contributions  to  church  and 
gospel  music. 

Reynolds'  53-year  career 
inclut^  service  as  editor  of 
the  Baptist  HymnaJ  aruf  The 
New  Broadman  Hymnal  in 
the  1970s. 

He  received  the  award  "for 
his  outstanding  contributions 
as  a  composer,  arramger,  edu¬ 
cator,  and  mentor  in  the  field 
of  church  and  gospel  music" 
and  a  check  for  $5,000  dur¬ 
ing  a  lune  23  ceremony  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth,  where  he  served 
for  1 8  years. 


Prayers  answered  for  neighborhood  change 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Ruthie  Chambers  believes  in  the  power 
of  prayer.  So  does  Georgia  Magee.  Both 
women  are  residents  of  the  West  Park 
neighborhorxl,  a  section  in  west  central 
Jackson  bordered  by  Lynch  Street,  Capitol 
Street  and  Ellis  Avenue. 

Chambers  began  prayir^  several  years 
ago  for  her  neighborhood,  ^e  saw  the  rise 
in  crime,  the  destruction  of  families  caused 
by  drugs,  and  the  deterioration  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  She  and  two  friends  —  Albert 
Brown  and  Lillie  Harris  —  started  getting 
together  to  pray  on  Monday  evenings. 

Now,  on  the  eve  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  {WMU)/Habitat  for 
Humanity  (HH)  project  to  build  two  hous¬ 
es  in  West  Park  community  and  do  min¬ 
istry  project  throughout  the  neighborhood. 
Chambers'  eyes  fill  with  tears. 

"I  do  know  that  God  answers  prayers," 
she  said. 

Part  of  the  answer  to  her  prayers  was 
when  Linda  Smith  came  to  Calvary  Church 
to  join  the  staff  and  lead  in  community 
ministries.  Chambers  and  Smith  soon 
found  each  other  and  discovered  how 
pr^er  had  brought  them  together. 

Smith  was  serving  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  when  she  felt  God  was  calling 
her  back  to  the  U.S.  to  a  new  ministry. 
Chambers  and  her  friends  had  been  pray¬ 
ing  that  God  would  send  people  to  help 
their  neighborhcwd.  For  Chamoers,  Smith 
is  one  of  the  answers  to  her  prayers. 

HH  is  another  answer  to  Chambers' 
prayers.  Habitat  has  been  building  houses 
in  Jackson  since  1986,  as  many  as  25  a  year 
but  not  in  the  West  Park  area,  according  to 


Nina  Redding  of  Jackson  Habitat.  Most  of 
their  ministry  has  been  in  the  area  of  down 
town  Jackson  known  as  Midtown. 

"We  have  built  105  houses  in  Midtown," 
Redding  said.  "It  has  started  a  revitaliza¬ 
tion  of  that  area." 

WMU  and  HH  have  begun  building  the 
first  two  houses  in  West  Park.  Two  more 
houses  will  be  built  before  the  summer  is 
over. 

Also,  the  Junior  League  of  Jackson  has 
taken  an  interest  in  West  Park.  Along  Broad 
Street  in  the  center  of  the  neighborhood  is 
an  abandoned  row  of  storefronts.  The 
Junior  League  has  secured  one  of  the  build¬ 
ings  and  is  opening  a  community  center. 
During  the  WMU/HH  building  blitz,  the 
Junior  League  is  conducting  a  health  clinic 
there. 

Chambers  feels  all  this  is  an  answer  to 
her  and  her  friends'  prayers. 

"He  did  say,  that  if  we  need  him,  all  we 
have  to  do  is  call  on  him.  Knock,  and  he 
will  open  up  the  door  for  you  and  show 
you  the  way,"  Chambers  said. 

Another  prayer  was  answered  for 
Georgia  Magee.  A  13-year  veteran  of 
Jackson  Public  Schools,  Magee  is  the  home 
owner  of  one  of  the  two  houses  being  built 
this  week. 

Magee  too  is  a  committed  Christian.  She 
cares  for  her  78-year-old  father  and  is  the 
foster  mother  of  a  10-year-old  daughter  she 
is  h^ing  to  adopt. 

"wfore  1  do  anything,  I  pray,"  Magee 
told  the  WMU  workers  gatherecf  for  orien¬ 
tation  at  Calvary  Chiucn,  Jackson,  on  the 
evening  of  July  11. 

"When  (HH)  called  me  to  choose  a  lot 
for  my  house,  I  prayed  and  I  heard  the 
Lord  say,  'The  middle.'  When  1  looked  at 


Magee 

the  map  with  the  lots,  there  was  one  lot  in 
the  middle  of  three,"  she  said. 

Magee  chose  the  lot  in  the  middle.  She 
went  to  the  lot,  knelt,  and  prayed  there. 
Then  problems  arose  related  to  some  of  the 
deeds  in  West  Park.  Habitat  had  to  redo  its 
lot  assignments  list. 

"I  prayed,  'Lord  help  me  hold  on  to  that 
middle  lot,"'  she  said. 

When  the  people  ahead  of  her  had 
selected  their  properties,  Magee  still  had 
her  lot  in  the  midale. 

"I  still  got  my  lot!  Words  cannot  say  how 
I  feel  today,"  Chambers  told  the  Calvary 
Church  crowd. 

She  said  she  is  not  finished  praying, 
though.  "We  are  still  praying  that  there  will 
be  some  lives  saved.* 


THE  DISCIPLINE  OF 
SECRECY 

Late  one  night  as  I  was  driving 
home,  1  was  surfing  the  radio  try¬ 
ing  to  find  somethmg  that  would 
keep  me  interested  and  alert  as  I 
watched  the  passing  of  the  black 
pavement.  Eventually  I  hit  upxin 
a  speaker.  1  do  not  know  who  he 
was  or  where  he  was  from  J?ut 
he  was  commenting  on  develop¬ 
ing  the  discipline  of  "secrecy"  in 
the  spiritual  life.  I  actually  orily 
heard  a  few  sentences  but  those 
words  spoke  to  my  heart. 

How  many  things  do  we  do, 
intentionally  and  purposefully, 
in  our  spiritual  lives  in  order 
not  to  get  attention?  Oftentimes 
it  is  difficult  to  do  good  deeds 
without  being  reco^ized  —  to 
visit  a  friend,  to  sing  a  song,  to 
preach  a  sermon,  to  lead  a 
class.  All  have  attached  the 
need  to  be  seen  and  possibly 
appreciated.  In  fact,  oftentimes 
we  continue  to  do  or  we  regress 
from  doing  gcx)d  things 
because  no  one  sees  or  appreci¬ 
ates  what  we  are  doing. 

For  some  time  now  we  have 
had  a  "terrorist"  operating  in 
the  Baptist  Building  —  not  a 
"bad"  terrorist  planting  bombs 
and  shooting  people,  but  a 
"good"  one,  ana  I  suppose  you 
could  call  him/her  a  ^'terrific" 
terrorist.  Whoever  this  person 
is,  he/she  operates  uncier  the 
cover  of  secrecy  and  you  never 
know  when  or  how  they  will 
attack  to  do  good.  They  have 
gone  to  every  floor  and  seem  to 
indiscriminately  want  to  bless 


‘Diredi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


people  around  them.  They 
leave  a  note  of  encouragement 
or  a  special  verse  of  Scripture 
and  a  little  "happy"  that  bright¬ 
ens  the  day.  You  can  imagine 
the  curiosity  that  is  created  in 
all  of  us  as  people  wonder  who 
to  blame  for  this  blessing,  yet 
no  one  knows.  The  person 
remains  unidentified  and  the 
touches  of  grace  continue. 

I  have  watched  with  interest 
and  amazement  as  people  have 
tried  to  figure  out  wno  it  is, 
only  to  find  out  or  figure  out  it 
probably  was  not  the  person 
they  thought  it  was.  No  one  has 
admitted  to  being  the  "blessing 
bomber."  Whoever  it  is,  he /she 
is  practicing  the  discipline  of 
secrecy. 

It  is  something  along  these 
lines  that  Jesus  tned  to  tell  us, 
that  when  we  do  alms  or  give 
good  gifts  to  others,  do  not  let 
your  right  hand  know  what 
your  left  hand  is  doing.  Just  do 
a  good  deed  because  a  good 
deed  needs  to  be  done. 

It  is  a  remarkable  experience 
to  do  a  good  deed  in  secrecy, 
because  both  the  giver  and  the 
recipient  are  affected.  It  feels 


good  to  do  it  and  to  know  that 
you  literally  carried  it  out  with 
no  ulterior  motive,  no  design 
for  reciprocal  praise,  or  hope 
for  personal  accolades.  Tne 
person  touched  by  such  an  act 
IS  forced  to  thank  God  for  the 
people  around  them  and  begin 
to  live  with  an  attitude  of  grati¬ 
tude  that  has  been  enlarged. 

One  evening,  years  ago,  my 
family  and  I  went  out  to  eat. 
The  restaurant  was  filled  with 
people  but  I  did  not  see  anyone 
that  I  knew.  As  we  were  con¬ 
cluding  the  meal,  I  discovered  I 
did  not  have  enough  money  to 
pay  the  bill.  Slight  panic  and 
some  embarrassment  began  to 
set  in  as  I  began  to  look  at  my 
options  for  payment,  which 
basically  included  giving  the 
cashier  what  money  I  had  and 
telling  her  I  woula  come  back 
later,  or  asking  her  if  1  could 
run  out  to  the  car  and  get  a 
check  to  write  in  order  to  pay. 

About  that  time  the  waitress 
brought  me  my  ticket  and  said, 
"Your  meal  has  been  taken  care 
of."  "By  whom?"  I  asked.  She 
said,  'T  don't  know.  A  man 
came  up  and  wanted  to  pay  for 


your  meal  and  he  took  care  of 
everything."  I  looked  all 
around  the  room  for  any  famil¬ 
iar  face  and  saw  none.  To  this 
day  I  do  not  know  who  my  gra¬ 
cious  benefactor  deliverer  was! 
If  I  had  known  I  would  have 
called  or  written  to  thank  them 
or  seen  them  personally  to 
express  appreciation.  That 
would  make  me  feel  better.  As 
it  was,  there  was  no  one  to 
thank  and  nothing  to  do  but 

R‘  ist  live  in  gratitude  for  what 
ad  been  done  for  me. 

I  could  not  tell  you  the  num¬ 
ber  of  times,  because  it  has 
been  so  many,  that  I  have  asked 
God  to  bless  whomever  that 
special  person  was  that  blessed 
me  on  that  day.  It  was  an  exer¬ 
cise  in  the  discipline  of  secrecy. 
It  seems  to  be  that  God  multi¬ 
plies  the  blessings  that  come 
through  acts  of  goodness  and 
kindness  that  are  not  known. 
There  is  a  special  aroma  that  is 
extra  sweet  around  those 
actions. 

A  lady  puts  her  last  two 
mites  in  the  offering  container. 
She  is  unnamed  but  everybody 
knows  her.  A  boy  brings  his  lit¬ 
tle  lunch  of  5  loaves  and  2  little 
fishes  and  his  name  is  left  out, 
but  God  and  everybody  knows 
him.  A  leper  is  healed  and  out 
of  his  gratitude  turns  to  tell 
Jesus,  "Thank  you."  His  name 
is  not  mentioned  but  we  all 
know  him. 

Today  ask  God  to  guide  you 
in  some  unique  way  to  enable 
you  to  experience  the  discipline 
of  secrecy. 
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Vestal  issues  appeal  to  'nurture  community' 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (ABP)  —  In  1990, 
unsuccessful  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
presidential  candidate  Daniel  Vestal  called 
tor  a  consultation  of  concerned  Baptists  to 
discuss  options  in  light  of  moderates' 
increasing  disenfranchisement  in  the  SBC. 

The  meeting,  held  in  Atlanta,  drew  3,000 
people  and  was  the  first  step  in  formation  of 
the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF). 

Nine  years  later.  Vestal,  now  coordinator 
of  the  Atlanta-based  Fellowship,  addressed 
a  similar-sized  crowd  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
The  mood,  however,  has  changed. 

Vestal  called  on  participants  in  the 
Fellowship's  June  24-26  General  Assembly 
to  "nurture  community"  in  the  coming 
year,  following  a  focus  on  spirituality  that 
guided  Fellowship  planning  the  paist  year. 

"I  don't  know  tW  shape  or  form  the 
church  in  the  21st  century  will  take,  but  1 
believe  with  all  my  heart  that  the  only 
effective  churches  will  be  the  ones  that 
understand,  practice,  celebrate,  and  nur¬ 
ture  Christian  community,"  Vestal  said  in 
his  annual  address  to  the  group. 

"I  don't  know  all  that  CBF  will  become, 
but  I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  we  will 
not  become  what  God  intends  unless  we 
nurture,  celebrate,  and  practice  Christian 
community,"  he  said. 

Moderator  John  "^ler  echoed  Vestal's  call 
for  community  and  lauded  the  Fellowship's 
forward-looking  stance.  "We  are  a  pwple 
living  in  the  present  with  eyes  fixed  firrnly 
on  the  future,"  Tyler  said.  "Brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters,  this  is  your  home.  These  people  are 
your  extended  community." 

Meeting  participants  were  invited  to 
"shape  the  future"  of  the  Fellowship  by  gath¬ 
ering  in  small  groups  to  assess  strengths, 
challenges,  and  priorities  for  the  CBF. 

Their  responses  will  be  used  in  a  strate¬ 
gic  ministry  plan  due  to  be  developed  dur¬ 


ing  the  next  12  months  and  presented  to 
the  General  Assembly  next  year,  said  John 
Brantley,  an  Athens,  Ga.,  consultant  hired 
to  guide  the  process. 

Registration  totaled  2,452  as  of  Fridav 
night.  Final  registration  had  not  been  tal¬ 
lied  when  the  meeting  closed  at  noon 
Saturday,  but  a  registration  worker  said 
some  people  had  registered  as  late  as  that 
morning. 

Tyler  said  an  estimated  3,6tX)  attended  the 
opening  general  session  Thursday  night. 

Tyler,  a  retired  communications  execu¬ 
tive  from  St.  Louis,  completed  his  one-year 
term  as  moderator  by  presiding  over  the 
General  Assembly.  Sarah  Frances  Anders, 
an  emeritus  professor  at  Louisiana  College, 
who  was  elected  last  year  as  moderator- 
elect,  will  succeed  him. 

This  vear's  General  Assembly  chose 
Donna  Forrestor  as  new  moderator-elect, 
to  preside  in  the  year  2001 .  Forrester,  min¬ 
ister  of  pastoral  care  and  counseling  at 
First  Church  in  Greenville,  S.C.,  will 
become  the  fifth  woman  to  serve  as  the 
Fellowship's  presiding  officer  in  10  years. 

In  a  light  business  session,  participants 
approved  a  $15.5  million  budget  for  1999- 
2000.  It  anticipates  $8.7  million  in  undesig¬ 
nated  gifts  and  $5.1  through  the 
Fellowship's  annual  Global  Missions 
Offering. 

The  budget  is  5%  higher  than  this  year's 
spending  man,  said  David  Currie,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  finance  task  group  of  the 
Fellowship's  Coordinating  Council. 

Currie  said  finances  this  year  are  8% 
above  budget,  but  most  of  that  is  due  to  a 
12%  increase  in  the  Global  Missions 
Offering  and  a  special  appeal  for  Kosovo 
relief  that  pushea  designated  gifts  up  39%. 
Funds  for  general  operation  are  only  1% 
ahead  of  budget,  he  said. 


Currie  said  the  main  reason  the  national 
budget  hasn't  grown  in  recent  years  is 
expansion  of  state  and  regional  networks, 
several  of  which  now  have  full-time  staff. 

He  said  that  is  good  for  the  long-range 
health  of  the  organization  but  has  placed 
limits  on  missions  work.  "We  are  not  doing 
many  things  1  believe  God  wants  us  to  do,^ 
Currie  said. 

In  other  business,  the  Fellowship 
appointed  eight  career  and  eight  short¬ 
term  missionaries,  bringing  the  total  CBF 
missionary  force  to  125. 

In  his  last  report  as  global  missions  coor¬ 
dinator,  Keith  Parks  called  the 
Fellowship's  use  of  both  career  and  volun¬ 
teer  missionaries  "the  best  opportunity  1 
know  of  in  Christendom  toaay"  for  the 
local  church  to  be  free  in  "shaping  its  own 
mission  and  yet  not  being  isolated  and  tak¬ 
ing  on  the  world  by  itself." 

Parks,  who  took  early  retirement  as 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  to  become  the  Fellowship's 
first  global  missions  coordinator  in  1993, 
planned  to  retire  earlier  this  year  but 
stayed  on  until  the  General  Assembly. 

A  search  committee  had  hoped  to 
announce  his  successor  in  Birmingham  but 
was  unable  to  meet  that  goal,  said  Sanford 
Smith,  the  committee's  chairman. 

The  General  Assembly  acted  on  one 
motion  made  from  the  floor.  Lyrm  Wardell, 
one  of  four  persons  to  resign  last  year  from 
the  Friends  of  New  Churches  board  of 
directors  after  failing  in  an  effort  to  fire  the 
executive  director,  sought  to  restrict  the 
organization  to  using  the  $152,000  it  will 
receive  next  year  from  the  CBF  only  for 
grants  to  churches. 

A  breakout  session  for  business  dis¬ 
cussed  the  motion  for  an  hour  before  vot¬ 
ing  against  it,  27-21. 


Keith  Parks  honored  with  scholarship,  travel  fund 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (ABP) 
—  Keifh  and  Helen  Jean  Parks 
found  ''rcasure"  at  the  end  of 
their  "second  rainbow"  in  an 
evening  of  laughter,  tears,  cele¬ 
bration,  and  somber  reflection 
with  1,300  friends  at  a  June  21 
banquet  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

One  "treasure"  —  unearthed 
as  Keith  Parks  retires  at  age  71 
from  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  (CBF)  —  was  a  pro¬ 
fuse  expression  of  love,  respect, 
and  admiration  from  Baptists 
around  the  world. 

They  delivered  those  emo¬ 
tions  via  letters,  songs,  personal 
testimony,  a  humorous  "roast," 
and  video  clips  —  including  a 
video  tribute  from  former  IJ.S. 
President  Jimmy  Carter. 

Another  "treasure"  was  a 
CBF  announcement  of  an  "R. 
Keith  Parks  Global  Scholarship 
Fund,"  now  totaling  $70,000  in 
contributions.  It  will  expand 
over  the  years  to  fund  training 
for  leaders  in  neglected  and 
unreached  parts  of  the  globe 
that  Parks  has  championed 
over  the  years. 

The  Parks  family's  "first  rain¬ 
bow,"  Helen  Jean  Parks  said, 
spanned  their  38  years  with  the 
Si^uthern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  took  early  retirement  in 
1992  after  12  vears  as  president. 

The  second  "six-year  rain¬ 
bow,"  she  said,  spanned  the 
period,  199.3-94,  which  her  hus¬ 


band  spent  as  CBF's  first  global- 
missions  coordinator,  laying  the 
groundwork  for  a  missions  pro¬ 
gram  focusing  on  neglected  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  world  without  borders. 

Keith  Parks,  who  has  seen 
many  breakthroughs  in  mis¬ 
sions,  said  his  CBF  tenure  has 
shown  him  "a  discernible 
moving  of  God's  spirit  in  a 
more  powerful  way  than  in  any 
other  six-year  period"  in  his 
ministry. 

"But  1  didn't  join  CBF 
because  of  missions,"  he  told 
the  crowd  filling  the  huge 
Birmingham  Ballroom  at  tne 
ShefSton  Hotel.  "I  came  because 
of  aUtiriViction  that  it's  the  way 
Baptist  Christians  have  always 
worked  and  should  work." 

Fellowship  Coordinator 
Daniel  Vestal  said  CBFs  mis¬ 
sions  program  has  impact  far 
beyond  its  age  and  size  Wcause 
of  the  influence  of  Keith  Parks 
and  his  priority  to  reach  a  lost 
world." 

Vestal  said  Parks,  who 
retires  June  30,  will  now  assist 
the  CBF  Foundation  "to  identi¬ 
fy  and  develop  financial 
resources  for  the  future"  as  the 
Parkses  begin  "a  third  rain¬ 
bow"  of  ser\  ice  based  in  their 
native  Texas. 

"Contrarx’  to  popular  opin¬ 
ion,  vou're  hot  here  to  view  the 
bodv,"  quipped  Parks,  wht>  will 
move  from  .Mlanta,  to 
Richardson.  Texa?.,  and  fcxus  on 


writing,  speaking,  and  traveling. 
"We're  still  going  to  be  kicking." 

Bryan  Tours  of  Jackson, 
announced  establishment  of  a 
travel  fund,  now  totaling 
$10,000,  for  the  Parkses.  "We 
don't  know  how  many  coun¬ 
tries  we've  sent  you  to  over  the 
years,"  said  Josephine  Bryan, 
"but  we  want  you  to  travel 
wherever  you  wish  for  the  rest 
of  vour  life." 

t’ersonal  testimonies 

throughout  the  evening  used 
words  like  "wisdom,"  "open¬ 
ness,"  "love,"  "passion  for  the 
lost,"  "innovation,"  "role 
model,"  "mentor,"  "vision," 
"truthfulness,"  "personal 
humility,"  "warmth,"  '’energy," 
"dynamic  biblical  preaching," 
and  "integrity"  to  descrine 
Parks'  45  years  of  service. 

"Keith  Parks  has  made  a 
tremendous  impact,"  declared 
former  President  Carter,  who 
said  he  called  Parks  in  1992  to 
urge  him  to  join  CBF  as  global- 
missions  ccwrdinator. 

"He  has  a  passion  for  the  lost 
and  integrity  under  pressure," 
Carter  said.  "Keith's  mission  is 
missions.  He  has  championed 
the  cause  of  thousands.  I  want 
to  thank  him  for  what  he's 
done  to  keep  us  in  touch  with 
the  heart  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Baptist  leaders  also  praised 
Parks  for  his  commitment  to 
integritv  and  truth  in  the  midst 
of  Southern  Baptist  denomina¬ 


tional  strife  that  led  to  his  deci¬ 
sion  to  leave  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  (now 
International  Mission  Board). 

Personal  tributes  from  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  the  Parkses  four 
children  were  the  most  emo¬ 
tional  parts  of  the  evening. 

"You  encouraged  me  as  a 
woman  [in  ministry]  to  do 
what  God  led  me  to  do,  not 
respond  to  what  people  said," 
said  daughter  Eloise  Parks,  a 
chaplain  at  Parklands  Hospital 
in  Dallas  who  was  recently 
endorsed  by  CBF's  council  on 
endorsement  for  chaplains  and 
pastoral  counselors.  '’I've  never 
neard  you  say  anything  from 
the  pulpit  that  you  haven't 
lived  in  your  life."^ 

Sons  Randall  Parks,  a  former 
missionary,  and  Kent  Parks  and 
Stan  Parks,  both  assigned  as 
CBF  international  coordinators 
in  Southeast  Asia,  also  paid 
tribute  to  their  father. 

They  echoed  what  others 
said  about  his  major  contribu¬ 
tions  to  developing  missions  in 
unreached  parts  of  the  globe 
but  tcxik  it  a  step  further. 

"You  taught  me  what  it 
means  to  forgive  others,  even 
when  slandered,"  Kent  said. 
"You  taught  me  that  anything 
is  possible  with  God." 

"As  good  as  you  were  in 
missions,"  said  Stan,  "you  did  a 
better  job  as  a  father.  You're  not 
just  mv  father  but  mv  friend.' 


House  panel 
OKs  abortion 
restriction 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
The  House  of  Representatives 
Judiciary  Committee 

approved  June  23  a  bill  seek¬ 
ing  to  protect  the  rights  of 
parents  when  their  underage, 
pregnant  daughters  are  con¬ 
sidering  abortion. 

The  committee  passed  in  a 
party-line  vote,  16-13,  with 
Republicans  in  the  majority, 
the  Child  Custody  Protection 
Act.  The  bill,  H.R.  1218, 
would  make  it  a  crime  for  an 
adult  to  transport  a  minor  to 
another  state  for  an  abortion 
without  die  parents'  involve¬ 
ment  when  me  state  in  which 
the  girl  lives  requires  either 
parental  notification  or  con¬ 
sent  before  such  a  procedure. 

Democrats  offered  1 0 
amendments  before  the  final 
committee  vote,  but  all  failed. 
Among  those  were  attempts 
to  expand  those  who  could 
transport  minors  for  abortions 
to  include  grandparents, 
cousins,  and  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  a  congressional  staff 
member  said. 

Some  studies  have  shown 
a  majority  of  minors  who 
become  pregnant  are  impreg¬ 
nated  by  men  18  or  older. 
Such  a  man  has  an  incentive 
to  keep  the  pregnancy  hidden 
by  means  of  a  secret  abortion, 
since  he  is  vulnerable  to  a 
statutory  rape  charge,  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  legislation  said. 

Opponents  of  the  bill  have 
argura  in  part  it  will  drive 
girls  to  obtain  unsafe  abor¬ 
tions  rather  than  inform  their 

Earents  or  seek  a  judicial 
ypass. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Homecomings 


All 

Christian 

Music!! 


LITTLE  GIANT  MEG.  CO 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
CROSSES 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


Teasley,  Melissa 

Turnbo;  (2nd  row) 
Jonathan  Selman,  Abe 
Singletary,  Jessica 
Merchant,  Kristin 
Cessna,  Justin  Teaslev, 
Stacy  Drew,  Sarah 
Wroten;  (3rd  row)  Roy 
and  Kathy  Cessna  and 
Ray  and  Donna  Kav 
Smith.  (Not  pictured  is 
Josh  Selman). 


RA  Recog¬ 
nition  Service 
was  held  at  First 
Church,  Lucedale, 
on  June  13;  RAs 
pictured  (front 
row,  from  left)  are 
Tyler  Williams, 
Rorv  Nelson, 
Willie  Dunnam, 
Chase  Allen,  and 
Brett  Nelson; 
(back  row)  leaders 
are  Chuck  Allen, 
William  Dunnam, 
and  Jill  Dunnam 


Youth  Bible  Drill  participants, 


New  Zion  Church, 


RAs  of  First  Church,  Lucedale 


Crystal  Springs 


Mt.  Zion  Church,  Simpson 
County,  will  celebrate  its  175th 
anniversary  on  July  23.  Services 
will  begin  at  10:30  a.m.,  lunch 
at  noon,  and  afternoi>n  services 
at  1  p.m. 


Children's  Bible  Drill  par¬ 
ticipants,  New  Zion  Church, 
Crystal  Springs 


Members  of  Second  Avenue  Church,  Laurel,  celebrated  the 
burning  of  the  loan  note  for  the  purchase  of  relocation  property.  The 
ceremony  celelirated  the  full  payment  of  a  loan  to  purchase  proper¬ 
ty  for  relocation  of  the  church  facilities.  The  note  burning  ceremony 
was  a  highlight  of  the  church's  Challenge  to  Build  banquet  held  )une 
13.  Participating  in  the  ceremony  were  (from  left)  Dale  Bowling, 
church  treasurer;  Roger  Wade,  chairman  of  the  Long-Range 
Planning  and  Building  Committee;  Dwayne  Weems,  who  conduct¬ 
ed  the  ceremony;  and  Ken  Regan,  pastor. 


A  World  Ventures  for  GAs  was  held  at  First  Church,  Lucedale,  on 
)une  13.  Pictured  (front  row,  from  left)  are  Brittany  Turner,  Taylor 
Rounsaville,  Rae  Ann  )ones,  and  Lauren  Turner;  (middle  row)  Ambt'r 
Allen,  Deanna  Turner,  Jamie  Scott,  Caitlyn  Hilbun,  and  Whitney 
Martin;  (back  row)  Connie  Hilbun,  teacher  for  grades  4th-6fh;  Debbie 
Brannan,  teacher  for  grades  1st-3rd;  and  Peggy  Curd,  direc  tor. 


Announcing  a  New  D.Min. 
in  Expository  Preaching 
that  fits  your  ministry  scheduie! 

The  School  of  Theology  at  The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  now  offers  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  in  Expository  Preaching  that  is... 

Focused:  Pour  foundational 
seminars  relate  specifically 
to  preaching,  theology.  Old 
Testament,  and  New  Testament. 

Practical:  Each  student  has 
eight  of  their  sermons  video¬ 
taped  and  then  critiqued  by  a 
group  of  church  members. 

Convenient:  Each  seminar  meets  for  one  week  Only  four- 
and-one-half  weeks  of  on-campus  time  are  expected  during 
the  three-year  degree  program. 

Relevant:  In  addition  to 
Southern's  outstanding  full-time 
faculty,  seminars  are  taught  by 
experienced  pastors  such  as 
James  Merritt,  Jerry  Vines,  and 

Affordable:  The  cost  is  Danny  Akin 

reasonable,  and  a  convenient 
payment  plan  is  also  available. 

Join  us  in  this  challenging  new  program.  Applications  are 
now  being  accepted  for  the  January  2000  class. 


Bethesda,  Terry:  July  1 8-2 1  ; 
(>-8  p.m. 

Euclatubba,  Saltillo:  July 
19-23;  8:30-8:30  p.m.;  kinder¬ 
garten  through  youth;  Scott 
Witc  her,  [)astor. 

Canaan  Church,  Ashland: 

July  28-28;  8-8  p.m.;  Reggie  L. 
Bridges,  pastor. 

Calvary,  New  Augusta:  |uly 
19-23,  commencement  on 
Sunday  evening,  |uly  25. 


Sar^ta,  Meadville:  July  25; 
John  Cutrer,  guest  speaker; 
Webb  Armstrong,  pastor. 

Cato,  Mendenhall:  July  25; 
11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.  with 
lunch  served  in  fellowship  hall; 
revival  ser\ices  will  continue 
throughout  the  week  at  7:30 
p.m.  nightly.  Former  pastors 
nringing  the  message  each 
night;  Joe  Styron,  music; 
Lowell  Ingram,  pastor. 

Second,  Calhoun  City:  July 
25;  55th  anniversary;  service, 
10:30  a.m.;  covered  dish  meal 
will  be  served;  service,  1:30 
p.m.,  Joe  Hicks,  former  member. 
Centre,  Ala.,  will  speak  at  both 
services;  Carl  Morns,  pastor. 


Springfield,  Natchez:  July 
25;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m!; 
worship,  'll  a.m.;  covered 
dish  luncheon,  12  noon; 
singing,  1:15  p.m.;  Gene 

Rowland,  pastor. 


J  ALL  NIGHT  SKATE  \ 

BAPTIST  YOUTH  NIGHT 

FRIDAY  -  JULY  23,  1999 

7  PM  to  6  AM  $10.00 
9  PM  to  6  AM  $S.OO 

Admission  for  groups 
of  15  or  more  with  a 
reservation  includes 
free  skate  rental. 

LAKELAND  SKATING 
CENTER 

Layfair  Or..  Fiowood.  M&  3920A  y 
,  932-5323  ♦  1 -800-640 -3799  / 


James  Merritt 


Jerry  Vines 


Hershael  York 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Si\ci  )9.T1 


The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

2S2.')  1  cMumiMi  Road  •  1  onisvilU-.  Kt  nniikv  lOl’KO 
1  SIM)  72S-7((  M  •  I  i.w/  ii\  on  thr  wrh  uvw.>l)t*..cdii 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Robert  (Bobby) 


^  Smith 

retired  from  the  pastorate  on 
June  12  and  is  available  for  pul¬ 
pit  supply  or  interim  pastorate. 
His  new  address  is  2530  Warren 
Road,  Brcx>khaven,  MS  39601  or 
call  (601)  833-4103. 

Tim  Mcjunkin  (left)  is  pic¬ 
tured  with  Jerry  Mixon  (right) 
receiv  ing  his  certificate  of  ordi¬ 
nation  to  the  gospel  ministry. 
Mcjunkin  was  ordained  by 
RcKky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale, 
upon  his  call  as  pastor  of  East 


Samantha 
Gibson  of 
Magnolia 
Church, 
Laurel,  placed 
superior  in 
the  children's 
state  Bible 
drills. 


Nonnie  lefcoat,  pastor  of  Plainway  Church,  Laurel.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  lefcoat,  Balliet,  and  Faye  R.  Ritchey,  church  clerk. 


Leland  M.  Hogan  celebrated  his  30th  anniversary  as  pastor  at 
Carterville  Church,  Petal,  on  June  20.  During  the  morning  worship 
service,  Hogan  and  his  wife  Dona  Ruth  were  presented  with  a  trip  to 
Alaska.  The  Hogans  were  honored  with  a  reception  that  afternoon. 


William  Henry 
Marsh  Jr., 79, 
minister,  dies 


William  Henry  Marsh  |r.,  79, 
of  Sumrall,  died  on  June  23.  He 
had  complications  following 
surgery  in  Hattiesburg.  Marsh 
pastured  churches  in 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana, 
including  Foxworth,  Goss, 
Hepzibah,  Oral,  and  Sauls' 
Valley. 

"Besides  his  preaching-min.-  < 
istry.  Marsh  will  be  reme'm- 
bererl  for  the  many  ba|)tistery 
scenes  he  painted  in  various 
churches.  He  also  |)ainted  por¬ 
traits  and  landscapes  for  indi¬ 
viduals.  In  later  years,  he 
taught  art  classes  in  Sumrall," 
said  his  daughter  Lenora  Waits. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Christine  Vinson  Marsh  of 
Sumrall;  daughters,  Mary 
Broome  of  Sumrall,  Melanie 
Moree  of  Brookhaven,  and 
Lenora  Waits  of  Meridian;  five 
grandchildren;  one  great  grand¬ 
daughter;  and  a  sister  Geraldine 
Crane  of  New  Orleans. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  bO  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS,^CEPTED 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Ii.i|)tislries,  steeples,  iS  stained 
glass,  MS  \  ALA.  I -«0()-8T()-058,J. 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 
realuring  (>  f<j  IS  passc»nger 
vans,  customized  and  panel 
vans.  ITaily  and  wi*ekly  rate's. 
Auto  is  Truck  Rental,  )ac  kscjn 
(t>OI )  04H-3391  .  Since  1905. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fal>ricatic)n, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (001) 
48-3-7958  or  call  1 -8(H)- J(i8-27()5. 
ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work 
lull-time  with  "at-risk"  children  in  residen¬ 
tial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  MS  diploma. 
Benefits  include  BCTBS  PMD,  TDA,  lite 
insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living 
exix-nses.  Call  I  -800-548-4258  <k  write  to 
Box  240(X)9  Montgomery,  AL  3hl24-0<M). 
GREAT  DEAL!  GREAT  PRICE!  2 
1998  Supreme  President  .32  passenger 
coaches.  Cummins  B.5.9  with  AT545. 
Highback  reclining  seats.  Never  lieen 
sold,  approximately  2,500  -  3,500 
demonstration  miles.  $77,020.00 
each.  Call  Harry®  1-8(K)- 387-9483. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  slc-eps  8. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  night  free  or  stay  5 
nights  and  2  nights  free.  Free  in  house 
coffee  and  tea.  Free  dinner  tic  kets  for 
stays  on  birthdays  or  anniversaries, 
$  1 00.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip  and  3  king  quilts.  801-746-4832. 
CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED:  Full¬ 
time  (xasition  available  at  Baddour 
Center,  Senatohia,  Mississippi,  for 
director  of  renowned  22-member 
traveling  choir.  The  Miracles. 
Baddour  Center  is  a  Christian  ministry 
to  adults  with  mild  and  mrxierate 
mental  retardation.  Contact  Gena 
Lt)tt,  (>82-582-9(>(j(>,  ext  301,  or  fax 
(>82-582-8979. 

FOR  SALE:  199  3  Metrotrams  Mini- 
Bus.  25  passc-ngcT  -  Rear  and  front 
A/C'  -  Ford  480  EFT  Engine,  $25, (HX)  - 
Mileage  90,(MH).  (>01  -783-7571 . 


WE  ARE  RENOVATING!!  Sanctuary 
furniture  must  go!  Please  call  228- 
475-8880. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Outckxrr  paint¬ 
ball  games!  Year-round!  10  years 
ex()erience.  Book  yours  texlay!  Curry 
Creek  Outd<x)rs,  1181  Old  Hwy  49, 
Seminary,  MS  39479, 

((>01)  722-9000. 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOME  —  Tallahassee  nec»ds  a  hus¬ 
band-wife  team  to  l>e  primary  residen¬ 
tial  staff  for  the  girls  home.  Excellent 
salary/l>enefits.  W'ork  for  2  weeks  on 
duty,  1  wtH'k  off.  C'ome  minister  in 
the  lives  of  children!  Call  Pam  at  1- 
850-878-1458. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR:  Individual 
must  (K)sses  interest  in  assisting  the 
church  in  creating  new  mcxlels  for 
ministry  and  a  willingness  to  have 
rc-sixinsihilities  directed  by  develop¬ 
ing  as  well  as  existing  needs.  Send 
rc'sumes  to:  Assexiate  Pastor  Search 
Committee,  Southwest  Baptist 
Church,  (>401  Scanlan  Avenue,  Saint 
Louis,  Missouri  83139 
FERRIDAY  FIRST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  full-time  minister  of  youth/eclu- 
cation;  send  resumes  to:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Attn:  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  388/  Ferriday,  LA  71334. 
GROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUN¬ 
TRY  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.,  for  front  seats  at  The  Oeat 
Passion  Play,  plus  kxlging,  recreation, 
and  meals,  all  for  just  $35.(X)  each! 
Free  information  -  501-253-8418. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  (Tall  alx>ut  L(Kk-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Locatcxl  at  820  CoofK'r  Roarl,  lackson, 
MS,  (801)  .372-7700. 

FULL-TIME  PASTORATE  AVAILABLE. 
Send  resume  to  South  Lake  Charles 
Baptist  Church,  Attc-ntion:  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  4505  Lake  Stre-et, 
Lake*  Charles,  LA  7()()05. 


Salem  Church,  Greene  County. 


Mcjunkin  and  Mixon 


Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Quitman, 

held  a  recep¬ 
tion  on  June 
1 2  in  honor  of 
Bruce  Pruitt. 
He  graduat- 
.ed  from  New 
Orleans 
Seminary 
with  a 

Pruitt  Master's 
Degree  in 
Church  Music.  Pruitt  and  his 
wife  Tanya  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Dalton. 


lames  L.  flim)  BaMiet  \A/;iQ  lirf^ncoH  thc»  minlctrv/  liiozi  A. 


Chester 

Church,  Choctaw  Association, 
recently  recognized  Pam 
Simpson  for  serving  as  VBS 
director  for  13  years.  She  was 
presented  a  gold  bracelet. 
Pictured  with  Simpson  is  Philip 
Cooper,  pastor. 


Simpson  and  Cooper 


Ron  Herrod  has  been  named 
—  "Alumnus  of 

^  Luther  Rice 
Sk  J  Seminary  in 

Jacksonville, 

a  1%5  gradu- 
ate  of  William 
Carey  College 

Herrod  student 

pastorates  in 
Laurel,  Columbia,  and 
Pascagoula  while  a  student  at 
Wee  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Bradley  Rushing,  student  at 
New  Orleans  Seminarv,  placed 
fourth  in  the  199*^  Acton 
Institute  Homiletics 

Competition, - 

a  national 
contest  open 
to  masters  of 
divinity  and 
theology  stu¬ 
dents  spon¬ 
sored  by  the 
Acton 
Institute  for 

the  Studv  of  D  u- 

Religion  and 

Liberty  based  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.  The  1999  ser¬ 
mon  topic  came 
from  Jesus'  parable 
of  the  tenants  found 
in  Matthew  25:14- 
28.  Rushing  submit¬ 
ted  his  sermon, 
"The  Tragic  Cost  of 
Lost  Opportunity." 
A  native  of 
Tylertown,  Rushing 
serv  es  as  minister  of 
students  and  chil¬ 
dren  at  Bogue 
Chitto  Church  in 
Tvlertown,  Pike 
Asscxriation. 


Rushing 


MS  Positions  Available 


BI-VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

is  rxxxkxl .«  Gunter  Rrwd  B.>|)tist  Churc  h. 
Send  resum«>s  to  Dirk  Ste.Klm.in,  1220 
Gunter  Ro.id,  FI(K«>nre,  MS  3907.3.  C.ill 
801-932-2542  (x  801-9,39-2542. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  m.iil 
rx  E-m.iil  rr'sume  to:  Se.irrh  Committw, 
Bethel  B<i|>tlst  (Thurtb,  2153  Bethel  Rixid, 
Liberty,  MS  .39()45  or 

oakknoll@telepjk.net. 
FULL-TIME  POSITION:  Minister  of 
Youth/Music.  Send  resume  to 
Walker  Hill  Baptist  Church,  1110 
Wade  Patrick  Road,  Brandon,  MS 
39042,  ATTN:  Fran  Kelly. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH 
mail  or  E-mail  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
2153  Bethel  Road,  Litierly,  MS  39845 
or  oakknoll@telepak.net. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER 
Sunday  is  only  day  of  service  required. 
Out-of-town  ap|)licants  welcomed. 
Weekend  accommrxlations  will  lie 
(irovided.  Send  resume  to: 

Providence  Ba|)tist  Church,  c/o  Nina 
Taylor,  301  Fayette  Davis  Avenue. 
Cleveland,  MS  38732. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH 
AND/OR  MUSIC  for  a  rural  c  hurc  h. 
Send  resumes  to:  Attention:  Brian 
Burge,  Rolling  Hills  Baptist  Churih, 
1  .)8(>  McNeil  Steep  Hollow  Road, 
Carrir-re,  MS  39428, 


AJLAi5)JIU 


rt: 


♦  There's  no  place  on  Earth  like  the 

^iTdVCl  Holy  Land 

♦  Where  the  Heaven  meets  the 
E^rth 

n^omLarrimore  ♦  Where  the  Bible  comes  Alive 
-  ♦  Walk  where  Jesus  walked 

HOLY  LAND  /  ECJYPT 

1 1 56  Winnrosc  SI  September  20  -  October  1 ,  1 999 

lackson.  MS  JVil  1 

(60i)v56.tHvi  LIMITED  SPACE  AVAILABLE 
My  Travel  Experience  is  YOWR  peace  of  mind! 


ILIY  1.5,  19<)9 


-Till  Baptist  Rkkikp 


515  MisriHippi  Sli«t  •  Suit*  *05  •  Jwkaon,  59*01 

(001)  *9*-5*l0  •  (800)  748-1651  •  inW#ini»»iel.coni 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
has  set  Aug.  2-3  as  the  dates 
for  the  Tenth  Annual 
Minister's  Golf  Tournament. 
The  tournament,  co-sponsored 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  is  open  to 
ministers,  pastors,  church 
staff,  directors  of  missions,  and 
BSU  directors.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Ken  Gilliam  at 
MC,  (601)  925-3263. 


Alfred  Foy,  professor  of  edu-  Foy  and  Kennedy 

cation  and  chair  of  the  depart-  .  ^ 

ment  of  education  since 4986  at  is  pictured  with  Larry  Kennedy,  retirement  reception  held  in 
William  Carey  College  (WCC),  president  of  WCC,  during  a  Foy  s  honor  recently. 


J^^n  Harvey,  a  recent  grad¬ 
uate  of  North  Forrest  High 
School,  has  signed  a  scholar¬ 
ship  with  William  Carey 
College  to  become  the 
school's  first  golf  major  when 
the  1 999-2000  academic  year 
begins  in  August.  Harvey  is  an 
active  member  of  Providence 
Church  of  Hattiesburg. 
Pictured  surrounded  by  friends 
and  family,  Ginny  and  Stan 
Harvey  of  Hattiesburg  watch 
as  their  son  (center)  signs 
scholarship  papers. 


BCHS  nursing 
symposium  set 
for  July  18-24 

The  Regional  Continuing 
Education  office  of  Baptist 
College  of  Health  Sciences 
(BCHS)  in  Memphis  will  host  a 
Congregational  Nursing 

Symposium  from  luly  18-24  to 
teach  health  care  providers 
how  to  administer  non-inva- 
sive  care  to  those  in  their  spiri¬ 
tual  community. 

"Congregational  nursing 
encompassc‘s  the  holistic  con¬ 
cepts  of  caregiving  1  was  taught 
as  a  young  nursing  student,"  sJid 
Debbie  Hoosc'r,  R.N.,  M.S.N., 
manag(*r  of  emergency  cardio¬ 
vascular  care  training  at  the 
College's  Center  for  Continuing 
Education.  "It  emiKKiies  psy- 
chosixial,  spiritual,  emotional, 
and  (ihysical  care  givt'n  gently 
and  with  compassion.  An  ele¬ 
ment  that  adds  to  the  program  is 
the  communitv  development 
that  (HI  urs  Ix'tween  the  partici¬ 
pants  through  the  living  and 
learning  en\  ironment  during  the 
wis'k-long  program.  I  am  graU'- 
liil  to  find  the  avenue  in  which 
to  practice'  the'  |)rolession  ol 
nursing." 

[Or  more  intormation.  call 
(901  i  JJ7-438(t  or  18881 
857-8 144. 


Bivocational  Council  to  tackle  Miss,  bivo  issues 


By  Don  Windham,  pastor 

Ted  Church,  Bay  Springs _ 

The  Mississippi  Bivocational 
Advisory  Council  (MBAC)  met 
at  the  Baptist  Building  June  8. 
The  council  is  made  up  of  bivo¬ 
cational  pastors,  directors  of 
missions,  and  college  profes¬ 
sors  and  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Church  Administration/ 
Pastoral  Ministries  (CAPM) 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBCB). 


MBAC's  objective  is  to 
affirm,  instruct,  and  educate 
the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  on  tnis 
vital,  sometimes  overlooked 
part  of  God's  kingdom  work.  It 
was  organized  as  the  state 
ecjuivalent  of  the  national  coun¬ 
cil  that  has  served  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  for  over  ten 
years. 

In  support  of  that  objective 
in  Mississippi,  several  items 
have  been  accomplished,  and 


several  are  in  prcxress.  A  pam¬ 
phlet,  describing  the  pros  and 
cons  of  bivocationalism,  and  a 
series  of  recommendations 
was  published  and  distributed 
last  year. 

A  manual  entitled,  "The 
Bivocational  Primer"  is  in  pub¬ 
lication;  a  pastor's  manual  cov¬ 
ering  the  wide  range  of  skills 
needed  is  being  prepared;  and 
other  written  resources  are 
available  from  MBCB. 

An  editor  for  the  state  bivoca- 


Staff  Changes 


Second  Church,  Greenville, 
has  called  t — 

Scott  Frank 

associate 

Eastor.  Frank  ^ 

as  had  for-  jf  \ 
mer  pastoral 
experience 
and  will  be 
working  with 
the  young 

adult  families  Frank 

at  Second 

Church. 

Dennis  M.  Wells  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  Walnut  Grove  Church, 
Walnut  Grove.  A  May  graduate 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  he 
has  served  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  Nevada. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Columbus,  has  called  Terry 
Veazey  as  minister  of  music  and 
assiKiate  pastor  effective  July 
25.  Veazev  recently  .served  at 
West  End  Church,  West  Point. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Quitman,  has  called  Gene 
Pickern  as  pastor.  He  previous- 
Iv  serveef  Unity  Church, 
Atmore,  Ala. 


Concord  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  has  called  Billy 
McKay  as  pastor. 

First  Church,  Cleveland,  has 
called  Danny  Powell  as  pastor 
effective  June 
15.  Powell,  a 
native  of 
Purvis,  is  a 
graduate  of 
tne  University 
of  Southern 
M  i^sissippi 
and  New 

Orleans  _ 

Seminary.  He  Powell 

previously 

ser\’ed  as  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Butler,  Ala. 


previously  served  in 
Louisiana  and  Florida.  Dennis 
Langley,  former  pastor  of 
Knoxo  Church,  resigned  in 
March  1999. 


tional  newsletter,  "The  Tent- 
maker"  has  been  appointed,  and 
a  volunteer  staff  of  encouragers 
is  contacting  other  state  entities, 
associations,  and  churches  to 
encourage  this  Biblical  alterna¬ 
tive  memod  of  ministry. 

In  support  of  the  method,  we 
should  remember  that  the  major- 
i^  of  our  ministers,  and  all  of  our 
churches,  began  in  this  mode  of 
operation. 

Most  of  all  we  seek  the  prayer¬ 
ful  support  of  all  those  who  love 
God,  especially  every  Southern 
Baptist,  as  we  try  to  reach  our  lost 
neighbors  for  J^us  Christ. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  CAPM,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651. 


Knoxo  Church,  Walthall 
Association,  called  James  T. 
Ennis  Jr.  as  pastor.  A  native  of 
Lake  Wales,  Fla.,  Ennis  is 
presently  pursuing  a  degree  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
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FIBERGLASS 
SPECIALTIES 
INCORPORATED 


Performances,  scheduled  for 
July  6-17,  are  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  of  William  Carey 
College.  The  admission  price  of 
$17.50  includes  dinner  and  the 
show.  Seats  mav  be  reserved  bv 
calling  (601)  581-6221. 


Carey  Dinner  Theatre  pre¬ 
sents  Stardust,  an  enchanting 
musical  revue  featuring  music 
from  the  1920s  to  the  1950s,  as 
the  second  production  of  its 
25th  anniversary  season. 


Baptist  College  News 
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Just  for  the  Record 


First  Church,  Kosciusko, 


The  Senior 

Singers  (pictured),  a 
newly  formed  Senior 
Adult  Choir  at  Clarke 
Venable  Church, 
Decatur,  presented 
the  musical  "A  New 
Hope"  by  Robert 
Robinson,  recently  at 
the  evening  serv’ice. 
The  group,  under  the 
direction  of  Marian 
Thornton,  also  has 
performed  at  Hilltop 
Nursing  Home  in 
Union  and  at 
Hickory  Church. 
David 


dedicated  the  Auris  Pender 
Missionary  Home  on  June  20. 
Pender,  a  missionaty  to  China, 
Hong  Kong,  Haw'aii,  Singapore, 
and  Malaysia  from  1935  to  1962, 
resided  in  Kosciusko  the  last  few 
years  of  her  life  and  devoted  her 
time  and  ministry  to  missions  in 
the  state  and  First  Church.  Barry 
C.  Corbett,  pastor,  led  the  dedi¬ 
catory  service.  An  open  house 
followed  the  dedication  service. 
On  June  26,  Tom  and  Tammy 
Fox,  missionaries  to  Moldova, 
and  their  teenage  son  and 
daughter  will  occupy  the  house 
for  a  six-month  furlough. 


Mississippians 
graduate  at 
Mid-America 


Mississippi  students  among 
the  graduating  class  of  1999  at 
Mid-America  Seminary, 
Germantown,  Tenn.,  were  1.  C. 
Buford,  Tunica,  Associate  of 
Divinity  Degree;  Kevin 
Crawford,  Brandon,  Master  of 
Arts  in  Religion  and  Education; 
David  Johnson,  Greenville, 
Master  of  Divinity  degree; 
Dwyndl  Lynn  Nelms,  Olive 
Branch,  Master  of  Divinity 
Degree;  Dale  Sorgen, 
Clarksdale,  Master  of  Divinity; 
and  jerry  Vinson  Welch,  cur¬ 
rently  living  in  Memphis, 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  Degree. 


Senior  Singers  of  Clarke  Venable  Church,  Decatur 


Irumbach  is  pastor. 


AAEO  goals  surpassed 


The  following  churches  surpassed  their  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  goals.  ^ 

Church  Goal  Amount  Received 

Cold  Springs,  Collins 
Escatawpa,  Escatawpa 
First,  Crystal  Springs 
First,  Kosciusko 
First,  Terry 

New  Elbethel,  Oxford 
New  Hope,  Foxworth 
Pbalti,  Prentiss 
Tishomingo,  Tishomingo 
Wayside,  Vicksburg 


$1,000.00 
$2,500.00 
$7,000.00 
$8,500.00 
$4,000.00 
$1,000.00 
$2,000.00 
$2,000.00 
$1,000.00 
$  700.00 
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TRAiniNQ  FOR  THE 
NEW  CHURCH  YEAR 
TWO  WONDERFUL  OPPORTUNITIES 


Jesus  Christ 


tJ(gquests  tfie  iHonori 
ofJouT^Presence  L 
in^Heaven!  | 


July  29-31 

"Crowing  Churches 
Through  Discipleship 


First  Church,  Holly  Springs,  voted  to  give  a  Ford  Van  to 
Partnership  Missions.  Pictured  are  Mackie  Davis,  Partnership 
Missions,  left,  and  Gene  Holbrook,  right,  member  of  First  Church. 
The  van  will  be  used  in  Honduras  to  transport  missionaries  and  vol¬ 
unteers  that  are  building  houses. 


You  Can  Respond  Rioht  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Seminars  Include: 

♦  Sunday  School  for  the  21 5t 
Century 

♦  Innovative  Approachee  to 
Di&cipleehip  Training 

♦  Celebrate  Jesus  2000: 
Church  Growth  Strate^ 

♦  Ways  to  Get  People  Involved 

♦  Effective  RA  and  Challenger 
Programs 


Dedication  ceremonies  were 
held  at  Canaan  Church,  Ashland, 
on  June  6  for  its  new  family  life 
center.  The  building  will  house 
additional  Sunday  School  rooms, 
kitchen,  fellowsl^  hall,  and  bas¬ 
ketball  court.  Speakers  were 
Reggie  Bridges,  pastor;  Bob 
Holland,  Salnllo;  and  Larry  A. 
Dukes,  Waterford,  former  pastor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Roy  Edgemon 

Guest  Speaker 


Gordon  and 
Ponna  Alford 

Guest  Musicians 


August  6-7 
"Growing  Churches 
Throu^  Bible  Study' 


i/>T 

V  J  j  OUTDO«l  TIIEATER  &  RARK 
Season  Starts  JUNE  K>.  1999 

■LOONEY'S  TAVERN 
THE  LEeACY’ 

R/Dej  uu 

•YHITT  AnmiTAt*'  ■mBlcImRtclkardRadKank 

VJA.A-1  ATKAJin  A.  ^  tfrUm  Owemr  HuBiM-stalii 

Coca-Cola  "Shower  of  Stars" 

Taby  KaHh.  Cai»#a4ara«a  Rallraa4,  larrl  Clark,  DiaiaaiU  Ria 

^  _  BI^UE  W35  og  15-16. 1999 

Miniature  Golf 


205-489-5000 


cfy/L  WAtt 
MUSICAL  DRAMA 


Seminars  Include: 


♦  WeVe  Never  Done  It  That  Way 
Before 

♦  Pastors  &  Staff  -  A  Three 
Session  Track 


♦  Moving  Missions  Into  the  21st 
Century 

♦  Ministers’  Wives  -  A  Three 
Session  Track 


Restaurant— Gift  Shop 

VS  BifhNvm  27S.  7  Biilra  aaat  af  DsuMe  Starinirs  a- 
cB  nllM  wMt  aC  CUllaiaii 


For  reservation  information,  contact  Frank  Simmons 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
(228)  452-7261 


July  15, 1999- 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Revival  Dates 


Calvary,  Durant:  Aug.  1-4, 


McAdams  (Attala):  July  18 


South  Africa 
missionary 
dies  June  22 


CAPETOWN,  South  Africa 
(BP)  —  Joe  Barrow,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
to  South  Africa,  died  June  22 
after  an  apparent  heart  attack. 

Barrow,  56,  was  playing 
tennis  with  fellow  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Ron  Lomax 
and  two  other  evangelical 
missionaries  and  collapsed  on 
the  court  about  noon.  Efforts 
to  revive  him  failed. 

A  native  of  Kinston,  N.C., 
Barrow  and  his  wife,  Faye, 
were  appointed  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  as  missionaries 
in  1977. 

Barrow  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Faye;  two  daughters, 
Sheila  Parr  and  Sharon  Davis, 
both  of  Arlington,  Texas;  and 
a  son,  Jared  Barrow,  of 
Raleigh,  N.C. 


Ron  .Muoiiniivr,  I'h.D. 
Minister  of  Couiisrfm^ 
f  irst  Cliiiriii,  pdcsini 


I  have  been  married  for  49 
years  to  a  man  I  thought  ivas  a 
Christian.  He  recently  con¬ 
fessed  that  he  picked  up  vrosti- 
tutes  for  several  years.  /  don't 
knozv  what  to  do;  /  know  God 
will  carry  me  through  this  hut  I 
am  heartbroken. 

VVe  all  make  mistakes,  and 
this  is  obviously  a  big  one.  If 
you  cannot  talk  with  him 
about  the  reasons  this  hap¬ 
pened,  then  find  a  neutral, 
objective  third  party  who  can 
sit  down  with  both  of  you  and 
help  you  communicate 
through  this  issue.  If  your 
husband  is  not  willing  to 
work  with  you,  this  raises 
serious  concerns.  Uo\ve\er,  if 
he  is  willing  to  confess  to  you 
his  wrong  (as  he  has  already' 
done),  God  is  probablv  work¬ 
ing  on  him.  VVhy  did  he  tell 
you  now?  Is  it  guilt  or  is  it 
God?  Did  he  ask  for  forgive¬ 
ness,  or  is  be  just  wanting  to 
ease  his  conscience?  Do  you 
.see  true  ex  idencc  of  repen¬ 
tance,  or  is  there  just  relief  that 
he  no  lc>nger  has  to  carry  this 
burden?  If  there  i^  a  need  for 
forgiveness,  brokenness,  and 
grief,  vou  are  watching  G(k1  at 
work.'  If  not,  be  patient  and 
see  if  he  will  move  to  the  point 
of  repentance.  Be  careful, 
thougn  —  there  may  be  sur¬ 
prises  still  to  come. 


Miss,  leaders  attend  WMU 


Missionary  Uniim  (WMU)  presidents  attending  the 
■  ?  national  WMU  organization  June  13-14  at  W'leuca 
presented  25  years  of  leadership  in  the  state's  tvip 

^  _ _ _ in  attendance  and  the  years  they  served  were;  (back 

from^  left)  Joan  Tyler,  Nash^  1]W^97^  Pattie  Dent,  1979-84; 

it  row,  fiwiii  r-v;  1  _  \ 

•cca  Williams,  1997-present.  (WMU  photo  courtesy  of  Teresa  Dickens) 


Mississippi  Woman 
1999  annual  meeting  o 
Road  Church  in  Atlanta  re] 

WMU  post.  The  presidents  i 

SmiMTTw^^yE’WiWa  i-ancher,  19M-89,  and 


SfHi/  yoNr  to  I  ifcAuswcr'^  c/o  The  Kn 

MS  Vlea’V  Iv  brief .  Name  not  reijuireJ.  Remei 

>is,  your  yiisfor  iiin  make  ri’ii'iiiiiirmtufioiis  on  voiir  coiiiiH'lin^  need; 


s 


Family  Bible  Series 

Obeying  a  command 

Genesis  22:1-19 


By  Grant  Arinder _  God  (sacrifice  your 

son)  and  the  promise 

Then  God  said,  Take  your  son,  of  God  (through  Isaac  .  . 
your  only  son,  Isaac  whom  you  your  offspring  will  be  Am 
love,  and  eo  to  the  region  of  Moriah,  reclaimed)  are  in  apparent  con- 

Sacrifice  him  there  as  a  burnt  offer-  tradiction. 
ing  on  one  of  the  mountains  I  will  The  question  is,  how  to  rec- 
t ell  you  about.  (Gen.  22:2)  oncile  this  apparent  contradic- 

A  troubling  request.  Do  the  tion.  A  survey  of  commentators 
words  of  Gen.  22:2  trouble  you?  on  this  passage  reveal  differing 
If  so,  take  heart;  alas,  you  are  in  approaches,  none  of  which  are 
excellent  company.  Both  John  completely  satisfactory. 

Calvin  and  Martin  Luther  called  Perhaps  the  words  of  Dr. 
the  passage  a  contradiction.  Walter  Bruggermann  are 
In  Gen.  15:4  God  promises  instructive  at  this  point.  "The 
Abraham  a  son  that  will  be  the  expositor  must  take  care  not  to 
father  of  a  great  nation.  Again,  explain,  for  it  will  not  be 
and  more  specifically,  in  Gen.  explained.  But  without  explana- 
21:12  God  tells  Abraham  that,  tion,  the  text  leads  us  to  face  the 
"it  is  through  Isaac  that  your  reality  that  God  is  God...God  is 
offspring  will  be  reclaimed."  shown  to  be  freely  sovereign 


That  God  tests  is  a  dis¬ 
closure  of  his  free  sover¬ 
eignty.  That  God  pro¬ 
vides  shows  his  gracious 
faithfulness." 

Other  considerations. 
Josiah  abolished  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  human  sacrifice  (2 
Kings  23:10).  The 
prophets  also  condemned 
Annaer  practice  in  Jeremiah 

con-  19:5  and  Ezekiel  20:30-31.  The 
law  also  prohibited  the  sacrifice 
rec-  of  pieople  and  condemned  those 
die-  who  offered  their  eldest  sons  to 
tors  Molech  (Lev.  18:21;20;2). 
ring  Blessed  assurance.  The  fruit 
are  of  this  tremendous  encounter 
between  Abraham  and  Yahweh 
Dr.  rests  not  so  much  in  the  test  of 
are  God,  but  in  the  reply  of 
The  Abraham.  A  careful  reading  of 
)t  to  the  passage  suggests  that 
be  Abraham  believed  each 
ina-  moment  of  the  way  that  God 
:  the  would  be  faithful  to  his  previ- 
d  is  ous  promise. 

2ign  Even  though  Abraham 


-p,  *  r  .1  J r  • . ^  rAUidlldlll 

I  neretore,  the  command  of  just  as  he  is  graciously  faithful,  walked  through  the  valley  of 

Life  and  Work 

Why  be  involved  in  church? 

1  Cor.  12:12-27 


By  Tony  Martin 


Many  people  have  been  hurt 
deeply  m  church.  Perhaps 
you  re  one  of  them.  Probably 
most  Christians  love  church  in 
theory  or  concept,  but  have 
problems  loving  the  people 
who  make  up  the  church. 

Interestin^y,  many  Christians 
choose  not  to  be  involved  in 
church,  and  many  church  mem¬ 
bers  don't  attend  church  much,  if 
at  all.  We  even  design  our  build¬ 
ings  to  house  only  about  half  of 
our  membership. 

Still  others  are  faithful  atten¬ 
dees,  but  rarely  assume  any 
leadership  posihons  or  give  in 
any  significant  fashion.  Some 
even  are  content  to  sit  and  watch 
religious  programming  on  TV. 


The  New 

Testament  knows 
nothing  of  solitary 
Christianity.  Martin 
Christian  faith  is  per¬ 
sonal,  not  private.  Each  church 
member  has  a  simificant  place 
to  fill  in  the  lire  of  the  local 
church,  and  unless  hindered 
providentially,  should  be 
involved  consistently  in  that 
local  church.  How  can  that  be 
best  understood? 

Each  member  is  a  part  (w. 
12-13,  27).  In  Paul's  discussion 
of  spirituality  and  spiritual 
gifts,  he  springs  an  arresting 
image  of  the  oiurch  of  Jesus 
Chnst  on  his  readers.  Two  great 

fiictures  emerge:  the  church  is  a 
amily,  and  the  church  is  a  body. 
Using  the  analogy  of  the 


body,  Paul  argues  that 
each  believer,  both  locally 
and  universally,  is  part  of 
the  body  of  Christ  and 
has  a  crucial  part  in  it.  He 
affirms  the  unity  of  the 
church,  and  although  the 
body  is  made  of  many 
members,  each  one  is  an 
intrinsic  part  of  that  body. 

'  We  are  all  part  of  the  bodfy 
of  Christ! 

This  idea  of  being  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ  helps  us  see  how 
Jesus  works  in  the  world  today. 
Paul  tells  us  in  Ephesians  2:20- 
22  that  Jesus  is  the  head  of  the 
body,  and  as  the  Head  he  directs 
us  to  be  about  his  work  in  the 
world.  We  are  his  hands  and 
feet  and  eyes  and  ears. 

So,  if  we're  all  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ,  organically  and 
inseparably,  then  we  are  to  be 
committed  wholeheartedly  to 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  the 
local  church. 

The  church  needs  each 
member  (vv.  14-20).  Paul  used 


the  shadow  of  death,  he  feared 
no  evil.  You  might  say  that 
Abraham  was  possessed  by  a 
"blessed  assurance."  Consider 
Abraham's  confident  words  to 
his  servant,  "Stay  here  with  the 
donkey  while  I  and  the  boy  go 
over  mere.  We  will  worship  and 
then  we  will  come  back  to  you." 

Or  consider  his  words  to  his 
own  son,  "The  fire  and  the 
wood  are  here."  Isaac  said, 
"But  where  is  the  lamb  for  the 
burnt  offering?"  Abraham 
answered,  "God  himself  will 
provide  tHe  lamb." 

Abraham's  ready  obedience 
was  based  on  his  blessed  assur¬ 
ance  in  the  promises  of  God. 
Each  step  of  the  way  Abraham 
remembered  the  promise  of  God, 
that  through  his  son  Isaac  God 
would  raise  up  a  great  nation. 

Foreknowledge  and  free¬ 
will.  "Do  not  lay  a  hand  on  the 
boy,"  he  said.  "Do  not  do  any¬ 
thing  to  him.  Now  I  know  that 
you  fear  God." 

At  first  glance  this  simple 


this  analogy  of  the  body  to 
teach  us  about  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  each  other.  We're 
dependent  on  each  other!  No 
one  in  the  church  has  total 
gifting.  It's  through  coopera¬ 
tion  that  each  of  us  can  make 
the  maximum  contribution 
that  helps  the  church  grow 
and  flourish.  Moreover,  the 
church  has  to  be  made  up  of  a 
diversity  of  people. 

The  church  cannot  function 
properly  apart  from  the 
involvement  of  each  of  its 
members.  Each  member  should 
find  what  his  or  her  supernat¬ 
ural  gifting  is,  and  express  that 
gifting  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

When  there  is  not  total  coop¬ 
eration  from  all  the  members, 
then  problems  arise. 
Incidentally,  when  the  most 
basic  of  all  body  parts,  the  cell, 
doesn't  "cooperate"  with  the 
rest  of  the  human  body,  we  call 
that  cancer. 

Each  member  needs  all 
other  members  (w.  21-26).  It's 


phrase  might  seem  relatively 
benign.  Yet,  at  its  heart  is  one  of 
the  great  theological  mysteries. 
If  God  knows  all  things,  then 
why  do  we  read  the  words  in 
this  text?  Was  God  unsure  of 
Abraham's  intentions?  The  pas¬ 
sage  clearly  states  that  he  was. 

If  he  was  not  unsure,  and 
already  knew  how  Abraham 
would  respond  then  why  this 
awesome  test  in  the  first  place? 
The  question  becomes,  "Are 
humans  free  to  make  moral 
decisions?"  If  so,  is  God  still 
sovereign? 

God,  in  his  sovereignty,  has 
designed  a  perfect  plan  for  each 
of  us.  We  may  choose  to  follow 
that  plan  or  not.  When  we  do 
not,  we  call  that  sin.  So ,  let's  be 
sure  of  one  thing.  Sin  is  our 
moral  blunder,  not  God's.  God, 
in  his  awesome  sovereignty, 
chose  to  give  us  free  will.  Like 
Abraham,  each  day  we  also  face 
the  challenge  of  faithful  living. 

Arinder  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Belzoni. 


evident  that  each  member  of 
the  church  needs  every  other 
member.  The  whole  spirit  of 
the  Corinthian  churen  was 
individualistic;  they  picked 
favorites,  competed  for 
acclaim,  and  just  seemed 
unable  to  see  or  understand 
that  God  honored  interdepen¬ 
dence,  not  independence. 

Today  we  put  a  high  premi¬ 
um  on  competitiveness  and 
individual  achievement.  God's 
intent  for  the  church  is  that 
there  be  no  division  but  that  we 
stand  firm  alongside  all  the 
other  members. 

We  need  the  support  of  the 
church  to  grow  spiritually.  We 
are  a  body.  It  is  as  a  body  — 
honoring  each  part,  giving  and 
receiving  ministiy  —  that  we 
need  to  learn  to  five  as  part  of 
God's  family.  Christians  who 
try  to  isolate  themselves  from 
their  local  churches  ultimately 
hurt  themselves. 

Martin  is  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church,  McComb. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Open  hearts,  separated  lives 

2  Cor.  6:3-7:l 

By  Ted  Dukes 


squelch  the  criticisms 
of  his  enemies  in  the 
church  who  ques¬ 
tioned  his  credentials, 
his  leadership  ability, 
and  his  intentions. 

He  reminds  them  of  the  tools 
„  of  ministry  that  he  had  used 

reminds  the  Corinthians  of  the  (vv.  6-7).  Paul  kept  himself 
trials  he  endured  in  the  name  of  morally  clean.  He  exercised 
Jesus  and  for  their  sake  (w.  4-5).  patience  with  difficult  people. 

Someof  the  difficulties  of  life  He  depended  upon  the  power 
he  mentions  are  common  to  all  of  the  Holy  Spint  to  manifest 
people,  but  he  includes  some  the  fruit  of  the  bpirit  and  protect 
that  obviously  resulted  from  him  from  the  attacks  of  tne  evil 
his  preaching  Christ  (e.g.  one  (Eph.  6:10ff).  He  reminded 
stripes,  imprisonment,  riots).  them  of  the  testimony  he  bore 
It  was  not  the  Apostle's  (6:8-10),  further  asserting  his 
intention  to  boast,  but  to  assure  honor  in  the  face  of  the  evil 
the  Corinthians  of  his  devotion  reports  of  dishonorable  people, 
to  Christ  and  love  for  them.  He  Paul  was  a  joy-filled  man 
put  his  life  on  display  so  as  to  who  strove  to  be  a  bringer  of 


Dukes 


Colo,  tragedy  renews  youth  outreach  efforts 

BOULDER  Colo  (BP)  —  As  In  the  past,  the  youth  group  Center  for  Parent/')fouth  everyone  deals  with 

the  summer' break  for  high  ^onsoreS  "Tuesday  Night  Understanding  m  Elizabet^  ^Th^'^o^T^'^at^^'Sn  Caryl 
school  students  kicks  into  high  Thing,"  an  activity-based  meet-  town.  Pa.,  around  the  meteo-  The  job  at  Ken  carv 
gear,  veteran  youth  minister  ine  that  led  to  Scripture  discus-  pohtan  Denver  area.  Mueller  includes  interacring 
Tom  Coffan  is  planning  an 
intensified  teen  outreach  at  East 
Boulder  (Colo.)  Baptist  Church. 


In  the  past,  the  youth 
^onsored  "Tuesday  Night 
iWig,"  an  activity-based  meet¬ 
ing  that  led  to  Scripture  discus¬ 
sions.  Coffan  doesn't  want  to 
repeat  events  that  may  primar¬ 
ily  reach  those  from  a  church 
background. 

Among  the  plans  he 
reviewecf  with  two 
college-age  interns 
was  a  street  hockey 
tournament,  which 
would  appeal  to  a 
wider  audience. 

That  is  one  lesson 
that  emerged  from  the 
April  20  tragedy  at 
Columbine  High 
School  in  Littleton,  he 
said. 

"What  Columbine 
did  was  underscore  our 
need  to  reach  disen¬ 
franchised  students," 
said  Coffan,  who  has 
been  in  youth  minist^ 
more  than  30  years.  '  I 
want  to  reach  the  kids 
on  the  fringe,  along 
with  the  rest  of  them." 

The  pastor  and  his 
interns  spent  two  days 
escorting  youth  cul¬ 
ture  expert  Walt 
Mueller,  director  of  the 


Center  for  Parent/Youth 
Understanding  in  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Pa.,  around  the  metro¬ 
politan  Denver  area.  Mueller 
met  with  pastors  and  led  two 
meetings  for  parents,  teachers, 
and  youth  workers. 

Coffan  said  Mueller's  semi¬ 
nars  have  already  had  an  impact. 
Talks  are  under  way  about  ask¬ 
ing  Mueller  to  return  for  an 
extended  seminar. 

His  church  also  plans  to  fonn 


everyone  deals  with  tragedy  at 
their  own  pace,  Norris  said. 

The  job  at  Ken  Caryl 
includes  interacting  with  13 
Columbine  students. 

"The  main  thing  we're 
advising  the  church  to  do  is  to 
stay  in  contact,"  Norris  ^id. 

"For  kids  at  Columbine  and 
Ken  Caryl,  our  youth  pastor 
has  his  thumb  on  what  kids  are 
most  at  risk.  We're  staying  in 
ms  uiuiui  ciis«  touch  with  them  and  their  fam- 

a  parental  support  group,  with  ilies,  making  an  effort  to  call 
Mueller's  materials  used  for  dis-  them  regularly, 
cussion. 

At  Ken  Caryl  Church,  locat¬ 
ed  about  a  mile  from  the 
Columbine  High  School  cam¬ 
pus,  interim  pastor  Rob  Norris 
expects  Mueller's  visit  to  have 
a  '’huge"  impact. 

"As  a  parent,  I  struggle  with 
what  my  kids  are  interested  in  About  a 
and  what  they're  being  influ-  tragedy,  an  adult  Sunda 
enced  by  media-wise,"  said  '■ 

Norris,  also  the  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  Denver 
Association  of  Southern  Baptist 
Churches. 

"I  want  to  be  able  to  relate  to 
them  the  best  I  can.  The  more 
we  understand  the  better  off 
we'll  be,"  he  said. 

Ken  Caryl  has  learned  to  be 
dilieent  in  its  follow-up,  since 


"It's  made  our  people  a  lot 
more  aware  of  young  people," 
Norris  said  of  the  multiple 
bombings  and  shootings  that 
shook  the  school  April  20. 

In  the  past,  those  who  didn't 
know  any  teens  didn't  think 
much  about  them,  he  said. 

About  a  month  after  the 
tragedy,  an  adult  Sunday 
&hool  class  served  the  youth 
group  juice  and  doughnuts  and 
gave  tnem  a  monetary  gift  for 
thei^rogram. 

"Those  kinds  of  things  are 
happening  a  lot,"  Norris  said. 

"I've  seen  a  lot  more  adults 
talking  to  youth  in  the  halls, 
giving  them  a  hug  and  saying, 
TiVe  love  you.  We  care  about 


'"he  nointed  out. 


RECALLING  TRAGEDY  — 
Craig  Scott  (left)  of  Littleton, 
Colo.,  whose  sister  Rachel  was 
one  of  12  teens  killed  in  the 
Columbine  High  School 
shooting,  stands  with  )erry 
Drace  of  Humboldt,  Tenn., 
president  of  the  Conference  of 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelists, 
to  talk  about  his  sister's  testi¬ 
mony  and  death.  Scott  spoke 
before  a  crowd  of  thousands  of 
teens  and  adults  who  attended 
the  Gettin'  Free  Youth  Concert 
in  Atlanta's  Centennial 
Olympic  Park  June  12.  (BP 
photo  by  Jim  Yates) 
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Expert  lists  factors  to  note  in  teens^  cries  for  help 


LITTLETON,  Colo.  (BP)  —  A  youth  cul 
ture  expert  who  visited  Littleton,  Colo., 
after  the  Columbine  High  School  tragedy 
said  adults  need  to  recognize  much  teenag¬ 
er  behavior  stems  from  cries  for  help. 

"The  attitudes  and  behaviors  we  see 
aren't  aimed  at  adults,"  said  Walt  Mueller, 
founder  of  the  Center  for  Parent/Youth 
Understanding,  based  in  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
"They  are  cries  for  attention,  affection,  love, 
understanding,  relationship,  and  truth." 

A  crucial  nustake  many  (Kristians  make  is 
to  "demonize"  music,  movies,  video  games, 
and  other  things  attractive  to  teens,  Mueller 
said.  When  that  happens,  people  becorne  crit¬ 
ical  and  aren't  motivated  to  help,  he  said. 

In  Colorado,  Mueller  listed  four  prima¬ 
ry  factors  he  sees  as  cries  for  help  and  prac¬ 
tical  steps  adults  can  take: 

♦  Changing  families.  Many  young  peo¬ 
ple's  lives  are  marred  by  brokenness  and 
divorce,  he  said. 

He  challenged  fathers  to  examine  their 
schedules,  adjust  them  to  make  time  for 
their  children  and  show  an  interest  in  their 
activities  and  lives. 

He  also  encouraged  couples  to  evaluate 
the  health  of  their  marriage  and  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  each  other  before  "it's  too  late." 

♦  Music  and  media.  This  is  the  most 
powerful  force  filling  the  void  left  by  those 
who  fail  to  be  diligent  parents,  Mueller  said. 

In  reality,  the  youthful  attraction  to 
these  influences  is  a  search  for  meaning 
and  direction,  he  said.  Teens  are  seeking  to 
answer  Questions  about  personal  identity, 
God,  ana  the  future. 

This  is  why  parents  must  give  their  chil¬ 
dren  time  and  listen  carefully,  he  said.  "If 
we're  not  there  to  understand  and  direct 
them  to  truthful  answers,  they  will  seek 
them  from  music  and  media." 

Teens'  two  major  complaints  are  par¬ 
ents  don't  listen  and  don't  understand, 
said  Mueller,  the  father  of  four  children 
ages  6  to  15.  They  interpret  that  as  rejec¬ 
tion,  which  becomes  resentment  and  then 


rebellion,  he  said. 

♦  A  crisis  of  character,  expressed  through 
moral  relativism.  Many  act  as  if  there  are  no 
standards  of  right  ana  wrong  or  acceptable 

«  behav’ior,  MueBer  said.  But  that  is  really  a 
cry  for  a  sense  of  truth,  he  said. 

Parents  need  to  grasp  the  importance  of 
demonstrating  truth  through 
their  daily  relationships,  he  said. 

"They  shouldn't  just  tell  them 
right  and  wrong,  out  live  it  out 
for  them.  The  best  approach  is  to 
live  by  biblical  standards  of 
right  and  wrong." 

♦  The  cry  of  hopelessness. 

While  this  may  sound  foreboding, 
it's  actually  good  news  because 
children  aren't  finding  the 
answers  to  problems  from  non- 
Christian  sources,  Mueller  said. 

Yet,  if  parents  and  others  in 
the  church  don't  deliberately 
and  aggressively  reach  out  to 
kids,  they  won't  have  the 
answers,  he  said. 

"Fear  and  insecurity  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  it,"  he  said  of  the 
actions  of  Columbine  killers  Eric 
Harris  and  Dylan  Klebold.  "It's 
a  combination  of  a  lot  of  things. 

It's  not  gun  control,  media,  or 
music.  It  s  all  of  these. 

"1  was  saddened  but  not  the 
least  bit  surprised,"  Mueller  said 
of  the  attack  that  shocked  the 
nation.  "It's  only  a  matter  of 
time  before  it  happens  again. 


choices  not  known  by  previous  genera¬ 
tions.  For  example,  by  the  time  they  grad¬ 
uate,  80%  of  boys  and  70%  of  girls  will 
have  had  sexual  intercourse. 

The  Internet  website  for  the  Center  for 
Parent/Youth  Understanding  is 
www.cpyu.org. 


Among  factors  he  cited  as  ere 
ating  a  tough  world  for  young 
people: 

♦  Daily,  some  3,0(X)  children 
see  their  parents'  marriage  end 
in  divorce. 

♦  Tonight,  40%  of  the  children 
will  go  to  bed  in  a  home  without 
a  father. 

♦  Pressures,  challenges,  and 


REMEMBERING  —  As  the  sun  sets  over  Atlanta,  1 3 
crosses  commemorating  the  lives  of  the  Columbine 
High  School  teens  and  a  teacher  killed  by  fellow  stu¬ 
dents  in  Littleton,  Colo.,  are  held  up  at  the  Gettin'  Free 
Youth  Concert  June  12  in  Centennial  Olympic  Park, 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  of  Southern  Baptist 
Evangelists.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Yates.) 
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